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League Hits 100 and Still Keeps Going 
 
by Vickie Samuelson, LWVUT Co-President 
January has been very busy with all the work 
that is in progress for our 100th Anniversary. 
First up is our partnership with Salt Lake 
Acting Company and “Four Women Talking 
About The Man Under The Sheet,” a play that 
moves back and forth between 1895 and now. 
There will be pre- and post-play activities, an 
opportunity drawing, and a silent auction. 
Please visit our website www.lwvutah.org for 

details and tickets. 
 
The State League is working on so much more, so watch for information 
on what’s coming up in the future. 
 
We are looking forward to our Day of Action on Valentine’s Day, 
February 14 — our founding day. Our Legislature will be in session so 
we would like to have as many members in the House and Senate 
galleries as Sen. Jani Iwamoto introduces a resolution to honor the 
League and our 100 years of defending democracy. We are also serving 
goodies to the elected officials in the Senate and House private break 
rooms. Thanks to Davis League for taking the lead on our Day of Action 
activities. The Salt Lake League will cap off the day with a rally on the 
Capitol steps.  
 
The Weber League is being recognized by Ogden City Council for the 
League’s 100th Anniversary, too, as are several Salt Lake County 
municipalities.  
 
Our Grand County League in February is sponsoring a poster exhibit at 
the Grand County Public Library. The League also asked the library to 
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create a display to feature books and articles on the Suffrage 
Movement. 
 
On Monday, February 10, Grand will pass out heart-shaped cookies with 
100 years and the League logo at the library. Mary MaGann, the County 
Council chair, will dress up as a suffragette and talk to passers-by about 
the suffrage movement.  
 
Oh, and let’s not forget that our Legislature starts on Monday, 
January 27. We would like to invite you to come spend a day to see 
what we do. Attend a meeting with us to see first-hand how it all works 
on the Hill. Who knows, you may get hooked and want to help us have a 
presence in committee meetings. 
 

 
 

Virginia Puts ERA Ratification Over the Top  
 

By Chris Carson, LWVUS President 
We just saw history. 
 
On January 15, Virginia became the 38th state to ratify the Equal Rights 
Amendment – crossing the three-fourths threshold of support required 
from the states. 
 

Now we need 
Congress to 
remove the 
deadline so the 
ERA can become 
a permanent part 
of the U.S. 
Constitution. 
  
When the ERA 
passed Congress 
in 1972, 

lawmakers attached a 1977 ratification deadline to it, which they later 
extended to 1982. Earlier this month, the League of Women Voters of 
the United States sent a letter to the United States Congress urging 
them to remove the ratification deadline on the ERA. 
 
Thank you to the many League volunteers who have worked tirelessly 
for ratification in their states—and who continued to push for ratification 
even after the deadline passed. Now that the ERA has been ratified, we 
will not stop fighting for equality under the law and pushing to see the 
ERA become the next amendment to the U.S. Constitution. 
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Women have waited decades to see the ERA pass, and this is the 
perfect way to kick of 2020, a year that celebrates 100 years of women’s 
voting rights. It's time for Congress to remove the ERA deadline and 
make this dream a reality!  
 

 
 
 

Rally with our ‘Centennial’ League on Capitol Steps 
 
By Kathy Biele, LWVSL president 
For the League of Women Voters, February 14 is more than just 
Valentine’s Day. One hundred years ago, the League was founded by 
suffragist Carrie Chapman Catt and began its persistent march to 
ensure that our democracy survives. That same day in 1920, Congress 
ratified the 19th Amendment giving women the right to vote. 
  
It’s true. Women were left out of the U.S. Constitution. That is why the 
League has long fought to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment and at our 
national convention in 2018, reaffirmed our position: “Be it resolved that 
the LWVUS supports an emphasis on the ERA this year and every year 
until the ERA is ratified and becomes a U.S. Constitutional Amendment. 
Be it resolved that the LWVUS supports efforts to remove the time limits 
for ratification of the ERA.” 
  
Now, while the requisite 38 states have ratified the amendment, it will be 
up to the courts to see it through. Utah, however, still has the 
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opportunity to pass a resolution supporting the amendment in this 
session of the Legislature. 
  
On our anniversary, we are calling on everyone to join us as e celebrate 
women coming into full citizenship. At 4 p.m. on the south Capitol steps, 
we will hear from an august group of supporters including former House 
Rep. Rebecca Chavez-Houck, District Attorney Sim Gill, former 
Congresswoman Karen Shepherd, Deeda Seed of the Center for 
Biological Diversity, Fair Utah's Amy Rich, Rep. Ray Ward, former Rep. 
David Irvine, Rep. Elizabeth Weight, Sen. Jani Iwamoto, Mayor Erin 
Mendenhall and our development director Hope Zitting-Goeckeritz. 
  
The Legislature and Salt Lake County municipalities have been 
honoring the League with resolutions and proclamations noting our 100th 
Anniversary. Pictured above is the delegation from Cottonwood Heights 
with Mayor Mike Peterson. West Valley City, Millcreek and Salt Lake 
City are also offering official resolutions, and the state Capitol will be 
flying a flag recognizing the League that day. 
  

 
Don’t Miss Our 100 Year Special Event at SLAC 

 
 
 
Join us on Wednesday, 
March 18, for an evening of 
theater featuring 19th Century 
historical women, a pre-play 
reception, silent auction and 
a post-play discussion with 
local playwright Elaine Jarvik 
and Salt Lake Acting 
Company Artistic Director 
Cynthia Fleming. 
 
Go to lwvutah.org to get your 
tickets now! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Capitol Rally for 100 
Years Voting, League 
 

On Friday, Feb. 14 at  
4 p.m., join the League of 

Women Voters on the 
Capitol steps as we rally for 

women’s rights.  
 

Speakers include former 
House Rep. Rebecca 

Chavez-Houck, District 
Attorney Sim Gill, former 
Congresswoman Karen 

Shepherd, Deeda Seed of 
the Center for Biological 

Diversity, Fair Utah's Amy 
Rich, Rep. Ray Ward, 

former Rep. David Irvine, 
Rep. Elizabeth Weight, 

Sen. Jani Iwamoto, Mayor 
Erin Mendenhall and our 

development director Hope 
Zitting-Goeckeritz. 
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How Much Do You Know About the Suffrage Movement? 
By Judi Short, LWVSL unit leader 
The Night Owls Unit decided to have a meeting in November, and each 
would read a book about suffrage, and then have a discussion about it 
at the meeting. We had a list (below), but found that almost everyone 
had read something else, maybe in addition to one of these on the list. 
Books that we read include: The Right to Vote – Michael Waldman, 
Diary of a Mormon Mother – Annie B Tanner, Woman’s Suffrage -  Jeff 
Hill, A Well-Behaved Woman – Theresa Fowler. The one I am currently 
reading is The Woman’s Hour, by Elaine Weiss. I don’t think much of the 
history of the suffrage movement was taught in school, so I am learning 
a lot! 

You might want to ask for one of these books as a gift, or you can even 
go to the Salt Lake Public Library. A quick search shows at least a 
dozen books about suffrage. Since this year is the 100th anniversary of 
women gaining the right to vote, we should all be conversant with the 
history. Also think about how suppression still goes on today. This will 
be a continuing battle. 

Adult Books 
·       Fight to Vote. Waldman, Michael. Simon & Schuster. 
Paperback $18. (broader than female suffrage) 
·       Mr. President, How Long Must We Wait?: Alice Paul, 
Woodrow Wilson, and the Fight for the Right to Vote Cassidy, 
Tina. 371nk. Hardcover $28 
·       Right to Vote: The Contested History of Democracy in the 
United States. Keyssar, Alexander. 
·       Basic Books. Paperback $24 
·       Untold Story of Women of Color in the League of Women 
Voters Jefferson-Jenkins, Carolyn. Praeger. Hardcover $50 
(Jefferson-Jenkins was president of LWVUS from 1994-1998) 
·       Why They Marched: Untold Stories of the Women Who 
Fought for the Right to Vote. Ware, Susan. Belknap Press. 
Hardcover $26.95 
·       The Woman 's Hour: The Great Fight to Win the Vote. 
Weiss, Elaine. Penguin Books. Paperback $18 
·       Women 's Suffrage Movement. Roesch Wagner, Sally, ed. 
Penguin Books. Paperback $18. 

 
Kids Books (Maybe it is time to get your granddaughter up 

to speed as a holiday gift!) 
 

·       Bold and Brave: Ten Heroes Who Won Women the Right to 
Vote, Gillebrand, Kirsten. Alfred A. Knopf Books for Young 
Readers. Hardcover $18.99 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Hinckley Forums 
 

Gardner Commons 
University of Utah 

260 S Central Campus Dr 
Salt Lake City, UT 84112 

 
Hinckley Offices 

Room 2018 
(Hinckley Caucus Room) 

 
All forums are free and 

open to the public, 
sponsored by the Hinckley 

Institute of Politics and 
The Sam Rich Program in 

International Politics. 
 

For more information: 
https://www.hinckley.utah.e

du/calendar 
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·       Champions of Change: 25 Women Who Made History. 
Watkins, Naomi and Kitterman, Katherine. Gibbs Smith. 
Hardcover $16.99 (many Utahns) 
·       Votes for Women!: American Suffragists and the Battle for 
the Ballot. Conkling, Winifred. 
·       Algonquin Young Readers. Hardcover $19.95 (paperback 
due Jan. 2020, $10.95) 

  
 

State Convention to Host Rural Utah Project 
 
By Carey Dabney, President, LWV GRC 
The LWV of Grand County is excited to host State Convention on Friday 
and Saturday, May 1-2. Friday night we will host a social hour followed 
by presentations, tentatively scheduled to include the Rural Utah Project 
and the League at Large Option. 
 
The Rural Utah Project seeks to empower underrepresented voters in 
rural Utah through training, education, voter registration, and issue 
advocacy. 
 
The Utah League adopted a new League at Large (LAL) process … 
where the State League takes on administrative functions so that new 
Leagues can get started registering voters, getting out the vote, 
educating voters, and hosting forums and debates for their community. 
 
Convention will be held at the MARC, located within walking distance of 
many of our downtown motels and hotels. 
https://moabcity.org/facilities/facility/details/Moab-Arts-and-Recreation-C
enter-27 
 
If you are looking to book with a family run motel with reasonable rates 
and off street parking in the heart of downtown Moab and close to the 
MARC, then the Bowen Motel is the place for you. It also has a two story 
house located across the street for rent. http://www.bowenmotel.com/ 
 
Information for other Moab lodging can be found at: 
https://www.discovermoab.com/hotels-and-motels/ 
 
You need to book a room as early as possible because Moab is no 
longer a sleepy town and the weekend of State Convention is one of the 
busiest of the year. In addition, arriving on a Friday afternoon into town 
from the north has become problematic. Between construction and 
traffic, it can take over an hour to drive the short distance from Arches 
NP into town. Plan to arrive as early as possible on Friday, May 1, so 
you don’t miss the social hour and fabulous program planned for that 
evening! 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Come to Moab 
for Convention 

 
The LWV of Grand County 

is excited to host State 
Convention on Friday and 

Saturday, May 1-2. 
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Immigrants Know Importance of Voting 
By Arundhati Oommen, LWVSL Student Board Member 
My name is Arundhati Oommen and I am a sophomore at West High 

School. I am also the student board 
member for the League of Women Voters. 
Today it is my privilege to share with you 
the experience of my own parents’ 
naturalization and what it means to be an 
American citizen in today’s world.  

My parents grew up on the jungled 
southernmost coast of India, a state called 
Kerala. They then moved to the Dakotas 
to obtain their master’s degrees, and 
subsequently attended Utah State 
University (Go Aggies!) 

I was 13 years old at the time my parents 
had their naturalization ceremony on June 10, 2017. I can still remember 
them studying for their citizenship test at our dinner table. My parents 
had also just missed the chance to vote in the 2016 presidential 
election. I can still feel the palpable tension in the air the day after the 
election. I remember the West High administration scrambling to 
conduct nightly parent meetings in Spanish with blue flyers listing what 
to do if ICE comes to your door. Since that point, I have had time to 
reflect on the state of voting in America.  

As high schoolers, we are no strangers to feeling as though we lack our 
own autonomy, that life simply is what it is. However, I worry that this is 
a sentiment echoed by the majority of minorities across America. High 
schoolers resign to the fact that we are currently unable to vote, but we 
don’t stop there. As youth, we rally, protest, and cry. We gather at the 
steps of the Capitol to petition on behalf of Bears Ears, gun control, 
abortion rights, and climate change. But much too often we leave those 
steps and lead lives, unchanged. If thousands of students across 
America can take the initiative to walk from their high school to their 
state’s Capitol to advocate for better lives for us all, can’t we all make 
the simple choice to vote? I can’t count the number of times I’ve heard 
the rhetorical, “So what’s the point of voting anyway?” 

Let me tell you.  

According to the New York Times, minority voter turnout can make the 
difference in statewide elections, not to mention flipping key presidential 
election swing states. Asians, in fact, have the lowest voter turnout rate 

 
 
 
 

 

 

An Immigrant’s 
Lesson in Duty 

“Being an American means 
both sharing your own 

culture but also capitalizing 
on the privileges you have 

been granted as an 
American — by exercising 

your right to vote.” 

— Arundhati Oommen 
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of any minority. Less than 30 percent turn out to vote. We in America do 
not have government by the majority. We have government by the 
majority who participate.  

When immigrants become citizens of the United States, they feel as 
though they’ve won the game, and they have. But what they don’t 
realize is that there is so much more to being an American. Being an 
American means both sharing your own culture but also capitalizing on 
the privileges you have been granted as an American — by exercising 
your right to vote.  

So when you step out of your own naturalization ceremony, I urge you to 
get registered to vote. It’s as easy as filling out a short form, as I’m sure 
you’ve completed many by now. And when your ballot comes in the 
mail, just tear the envelope open, tick the box next to your candidate’s 
name, and sign your name on the resealed envelope.  

“Nobody will ever deprive the American people of the right to vote 
except the American people themselves and the only way they could do 
this is by not voting.”- Franklin Delano Roosevelt 

Thank you for your time, I truly hope that this letter may have convinced 
you to vote. But if not, I hope you take a look at your own children, or the 
high schoolers you see meandering in your own neighborhood and 
realize that the children who surround you, whose only job in their lives 
right now is to learn, are fighting for something bigger than themselves. 
Do not let them be taken for granted.  

 
 

 
The Legislature’s General Session Is Here 

  
Emily Walsh, Legislative Action Director  
The Legislative Action Committee meets every Wednesday at 11:30 
a.m. during the General Session in the Seagull Room of the Senate 
Building. Bring your lunch and join us in discussions about bills and 
actions we can take regarding those bills. 
  
We do Legislative Updates on KRCL 90.9 FM “RadioACTive” at 6 p.m. 
Monday through Thursday during the Legislative General Session. Tune 
in as we update listeners on happenings at the Legislature and issue 
public “Calls to Action.” If you miss the show, but would still like to listen, 
you can find “RadioACTive” on SoundCloud and on KRCL’s Facebook 
page (typically within 24 hours). 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Olympics Redux 
Panel 

Will Utah win another 
Winter Olympics, and if so, 

what will it mean?  
Join the League and a 

panel including Mayor Erin 
Mendenhall, Bill Tibbitts of 
Crossroads Urban Center, 
and Wayne McCormack 
and Randy Dryer of the 
University of Utah’s S.J. 

Quinney College of Law to 
explore what a Community 
Benefits Agreement would 

mean and what the 
community can do to make 
the Olympics successful for 

the state and the world.  
Wednesday, Feb. 19 

6 p.m. 
Girl Scouts Headquarters 

445 E. 4500 South.  
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The League of Women Voters of Utah’s 2020 Bill Tracker can be found 
at https://www.lwvutah.org/legislative-action-committee. The tracker is 
updated frequently and our positions on bills may change as the bills are 
modified in committees and on the floor during debate. Please check the 
tracker frequently if you are actively watching or participating in the 
legislative session. 
  
You may find league positions on a variety of topics in the LWV Utah 
Impact on Issues document and the LWV United States Impact on 
Issues 2018-2020 document. Both may be found under the “LWV in 
Action” tab at lwvutah.org.  
  
If you would like to join the Legislative Action email group to participate 
in observing the Legislature or to get reports on the committees we 
observe, call 801-272-8683 or email office@lwvutah.org.  
 

 
 

 
 

2020 Legislative Forum Touched on Hot Topics 
 
By Donnie Davis, LWVSL Program Director 
Questions about the Equal Rights Amendment, tax reform and the 
climate crisis were answered at our Annual AAUW and LWVSL 
Legislative Forum by panelists Sen. Kirk A. Cullimore, R-Salt Lake, Rep. 
Elizabeth Weight, D-West Valley City,  Rep. Raymond Ward, 
R-Bountiful.  
 
My takeaway from the panel is that the legislators are doing their very 
best to represent their districts.  
 
Following are some of the questions they fielded.  
 

 
 

Help us Nominate  
a Civics Teacher 

 
The Harvard Case Method 
Project has agreed to make 

the Harvard Civics 
Workshop on August 16-18 

available again to 
outstanding high school 

teachers nominated by their 
local League chapters. Last 
year, 50 League chapters 

in 22 states nominated 
nearly 80 teachers to 

attend the workshop. We 
hope that you will consider 
engaging with the project 

this year! 
Each individual League 

chapter can nominate 1-2 
teachers for the workshop. 
The League should look for 
accomplished teachers of 
US history, government or 
civics (grades 9-12). We 
can only consider active 
high school teachers in 

these subject areas. 
Contact Jeanine 

Kuhn-Coker 
jkuhncoker@gmail.com 
with any nominations. 
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Do you support the ERA and if not why? Rep. Weight supports the 
ERA, as she did 40 years ago. She said that most of the issues of 40 

years ago are no longer issues; like 
women in the military and women in the 
workplace. Rep. Cullimore said that he 
supports the ERA in principle and would 
vote for it but he sees obstacles in getting 
it passed. Rep. Ward said that he 
supports the ERA and hopes that it will 
pass. 
 
Did you support the Tax Reform bill 
including a higher sales tax on food? 
Rep. Weight did not support tax reform 
because of the process. As an educator 
she sees how food-distracted students 
perform in school. She thinks the 
additional step to file for an income tax 

refund on the additional food tax will not be helpful to her lower income 
constituents. Rep. Cullimore did vote for the food tax because it lowered 
income tax on paychecks. Rep. Ward did not vote for the food tax. He 
added that the sales tax refund form will be included in the Utah Tax 
Form. 
 
Did you support the bill in the last session stating that employers 
cannot ask potential employees about their wage history? Rep. 
Weight said that she would support this bill if it were to come up again 
as it speaks to wage disparity and inequality. Rep. Cullimore said that 
he is not familiar with this bill and that he was never asked about his 
wage history by an employer. Rep. Ward said that he has 40 employees 
and has never asked them about their wage history. 
 
What are you doing to help the Climate Crisis? Rep. Weight supports 
HB411 for 100 percent renewable energy by 2030. West Valley is in 
need of a mass transit system like the one on the east side of the city. 
She considers her district to be the downwinders for the Inland Port. She 
recommends that an environmental impact study be done and released 
to the public. She reminded us that the Inland Port will be built on private 
property. Rep. Ward said that he is sponsoring a bill to reach 20 percent 
renewable energy by 2025 and 50 percent renewable energy by 2030. 
He asked for our help to support his bill. He said that he is not sure how 
the Inland Port is going to turn out and asked what there is to study? 
Sen. Cullimore, said that he supports funds for parking areas at the 
bottom of the canyons, for an exemption on Tier 3 gasoline and he 
stated that he is impressed with the executive director for the Inland Port 
and added that rail transportation is better for the environment. 
  

 
 
 
 
 

Weber Presents  
the Issue of 

Homelessness 
 

When:  Monday, Feb. 10 

Where:  Weber University 
Community Center 

2605 Monroe 

Time:  7 p.m.  

Panel Members:  

Lauren Navidomskis – 
Lantern House (St. Anne’s 

Center) 

Chris D. Croswhite – 
Ogden Rescue Mission 

Raquel Da Silva – Family 
Promise 
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Thanks to Teri Jewell and the hard-working team from the AAUW for 
partnering with the LWVSL in presenting this informative panel to take 
us into the 2020 Utah State Legislative session.  
 

 
 
What Will Happen to Prop 4 in the 2020 Utah Legislature? 
 
Gigi Brandt, LWV-UT Redistricting & Money In Politics Adviser  
Will the 2020 Legislature repeal Proposition 4? Will they amend it? Will 
they postpone dealing with it until the 2021 session? The three 
legislators who were on the panel at the LWVSL-AAUW Legislative 
preview on January 11 all said they didn’t know. Stay tuned — we 
expect that Better Boundaries and League lobbyists will keep League 
members informed. 
 
Those League and AAUW members who attended may have the 
impression that the Legislature is required to amend Prop 4 because it is 
in conflict with the rulings of the U.S. Supreme Court in Rucho v. 
Common Cause announced in June. The majority decision in those 
cases said that partisan gerrymandering claims present political 
questions beyond the reach of the federal courts. However, the ruling 
does not affect the ability of states to establish their own redistricting 
rules. This is precisely what voters supported in passing Prop 4. In fact, 
Chief Justice John Roberts noted in the Rucho ruling that states are 
rightly taking the lead by establishing independent redistricting 
commissions like the one set forth in Prop 4. 
 

 
Weber Hears About U.S. Economy 

By Teri McCullough, Weber League president 
Weber County League of Women Voters held a meeting in January on 
the U.S. Economy.  It was presented by Doris Geide-Stevenson 

(professor at 
Weber State) 
and arranged for 
by National 
Economic 
Education 
Delegation 
(NEED).  

Some 
interesting 

things learned include: 

● Real GDP is the current status of production to determine the 
health of the United States’ economy. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

LWVUS Position on 
Redistricting 

 
Congressional districts and 

government legislative 
bodies should be 

apportioned substantially 
on population. We oppose 

partisan and racial 
gerrymandering that strips 
rights away from voters. 
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● Potential GDP is the possible economic status at full employment. 
● Full employment doesn’t mean everyone working. 
● Full employment means everyone is working the number of hours 

and days they desire. 
● During the Great Recession of 2008, the real GDP fell 

significantly below the Potential GDP for the first time since the 
1970s. 

● Spending drives the GDP and is made up of human purchases 
for consumption, Investment, government spending, and net 
exports (exports – imports). 

● Slow growth in any of these four areas will slow the real GDP. 
● Personal consumption after the Great Recession was down 22 

percent  which slows recovery. 
● Retail sales were lower and savings was higher due to the fear of 

the unknown future. 
● Investment during the Great Recession was radically decreased 

due to loss of wages,decreased savings, and the struggle to keep 
a mortgage. 

● Government spending significantly decreased. 
● Net exports went down due to decreased production of our 

exports and lack of money to bring in as many imports. 
● Natural unemployment runs between 4.5-5.5 percent.  We are 

below that currently. 
● GDP is fueled by increases in demand for output. 
● This is also supported by growth in employment and productivity 

of the labor force. 
● Recent years have shown a slow increase in personal 

consumption and government spending. 
● Wages in recent years have grown but not at the rate to 

guarantee increased personal consumption. 
● The economy is better, but it has been slow to recover. 
● The federal fund rate was at 2.2 percent in 2018 with the highest 

being in the ‘80s at a little below 20 percent and lowest 2008 
being around 6 percent. 

● Consumer confidence rose to 98.6 2018 compared to about 55 
percent in 2008. 

● Producer confidence is in 2018 was 59.3 percent compared to 
about 33 percent in 2008. 

● Corporate profits have increased as well as capacity utilization 
adding to the recovery. 

● Consumption, government, and export expenditures are growing 
slowly causing the GDP to take longer to be affected. 

● Investments are increasing, which is helping the recovery. 
● Unemployment is low and real wages are slowly rising which is 

helping the economy. 
● Economic forecasts are more favorable and there is room for the 

economy to grow. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Join us for State  
of the Community 

Lunch 

 
Keynote speaker  

Erika George 
 

Thursday, April 23 
Grand America  

Grand Salon 
Social hour: 11 a.m.-12 

p.m. 
We will be honoring retiring 

Rep. Patrice Arent and 
Anne Burkholder of the 

YWCA  
 

Lifetime honoree: Norma 
Matheson 
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● Adequate labor force is available and wages are rising, which 
increases spending. 

● The federal debt is huge causing real concern for economic 
growth. 

 
 

Minimum Wage Discussion Always Controversial 
 

By Gigi Brandt, LWV-UT Redistricting & Money In Politics Adviser 
A recent article in the New York Times by Nickolas Kristof and Sheryl 
WuDunn talked about the problems facing Americans without college 
degrees. “The stock market is near record highs, but working-class 
Americans (often defined as those without college degrees) continue to 
struggle. If you’re only a high school graduate, or worse — a dropout — 
work no longer pays. If the federal minimum wage in 1968 had kept up 
with inflation and productivity, it would now be $22 an hour. Instead, it’s 
$7.25,” they wrote.  
 
That number — $7.25 — has been on my mind. That means that a 
family with two full-time workers cannot reach the 2019 adjusted rate of 
$22 an hour. Does this number factor into increasing homelessness, 
drug addiction, declining life expectancy rates, increasing suicide rates? 
If so, why are policymakers not talking about it? When legislative bodies 
discuss the issue of raising the minimum wage, it becomes 
controversial. Opponents of raising the minimum wage say the result 
could be fewer jobs. If employers have to pay their workers higher 
wages, they’ll hire fewer workers. Others argue that the impact would 
not be that severe. At any rate, the problem is complex. 
  
Minimum wages are set by both the federal government and individual 
state governments. Washington, D.C., has the highest minimum wage at 
$14 per hour; while California, Massachusetts, and Washington have 
the highest state minimum wage at $12 per hour. In 2020, a total of 24 
states across the country will increase their minimum wage 
requirements for workers. Beginning on January 1, 20 states increased 
wages with Connecticut, Delaware, Nevada, and Oregon set to increase 
their requirements later in the year. 
 
Utah's state minimum wage rate is $7.25 per hour, the same as the 
current Federal Minimum Wage rate. The minimum wage applies to 
most employees in Utah, with limited exceptions including tipped 
employees, some student workers, and other exempt occupations. 
 
Read the report:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Census  
 Coming to Utah 

 
The U.S. Census is 

required under the U.S. 
Constitution to occur every 
10 years and is the process 
of counting every resident 
in the country. For the first 

time ever, in 2020 the 
Census will be primarily 

digitally based.  
Make sure you and your 
neighbors participate as 

federal funds are at stake 
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Utah Board Joins Leagues Nationwide for Climate Action  

 
By Carole Straughn, LWVUT director of Natural Resources 
The Utah Board will ask the United States League to prioritize lobbying 
for solutions to the Climate Emergency in their Program plans for the 
2020-22 Biennium. Utah joins the LWVUS Climate Change Task Force 
(CCTF) and other climate leaders from a number of Leagues from 
California to Illinois to Florida that want to pass a resolution at the 
National League Convention June 25-28. The CCTF is planning a 
climate caucus where Leagues, including Utah, will inform League 
delegates about climate action in their states. Permanent LWVUS U.N. 
Climate Observer Robin Tokmakian will also report on the Conference in 
Madrid (COP25).  
 
The Utah Board voted at its January meeting to submit a program 
request by the Tuesday, March 10 deadline. Coordinating with other 
Leagues, I will draft the request asking for LWVUS to include "climate 
emergency" as one of the Making Democracy Work® areas for 
emphasis, and submit it, subject to LWVUT approval. 
 
As an example of what we might submit, here is some of the eloquent 
language the California Board is considering: 
 
On behalf of our members and local Leagues, LWVC requests that 
LWVUS add “Climate Emergency” to the “Making Democracy Work” 
program. 
  
This topic should be included as part of the program to emphasize the 
need to take action because of the critical importance of climate change 
to our democracy. Topics in the “Making Democracy Work” agenda rise 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
A Shift in Thinking 

About Climate 
Change 

 
The economics, politics and 
science of climate change 

are converging and 
catapulting this problem 

from a joke among critics to 
a prominent concern. 

Read more here. 
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to the highest level of action for Leagues across the country. Including 
”Climate Emergency” in the program sends a strong message for urgent 
action. 
  
Climate Emergency clearly falls within the general framework of “Making 
Democracy Work.” World leaders and the U.S. military warn that the 
impacts of climate disruption have become increasingly severe and 
frequent. The resulting climate chaos will have devastating effects on 
the U.S. economy, the lives of individuals and all levels of government. 
These effects pose a serious threat to the civil liberties and freedoms 
upon which our democracy rests. 
  
“Making Democracy Work” must include work on solutions to the climate 
crisis that are responsive to equity and climate justice. Tragically, those 
least responsible for climate change suffer the greatest consequences 
of environmental degradation and pollution – lack of clean air and water, 
reduced access to safe, healthy food, illness, dislocation or death from 
extreme weather events. Democracy only works when all of its citizens 
have a voice at the table and are assured of a safe, sustainable, and 
healthy environment in which to live and contribute.  
 
Many Leagues are working diligently on climate issues at the local and 
state level, but it is now time for “All Hands on Deck,” leadership, and 
unity of purpose at the national level. 
  
Passing a resolution like this at LWVUS Convention would give the 
League a stronger voice in turning the tide toward climate stability. 
 

 
 

League Holds Fast to Tax Position 
 
By Vickie Samuelson, LWVUT co-president 
The League of Women Voters supported the tax referendum to send the 
bill back to lawmakers for further consideration. While the governor and 
Legislature have now decided to repeal the hastily passed Tax Reform, 
it is still worthwhile to revisit our position.  
 
The tax reform bill would have increased the food tax from 1.75 percent 
to 4.85 percent. The Utah League has always advocated against any tax 
on food because it is so regressive, hurting those in lower income 
brackets, seniors, and children. Just read the Utah League’s position, 
crafter in September 1979. 
 
“The main strength of the Utah tax structure is that it is broadly based 
and well balanced. The main weakness is the regressiveness of the 
sales tax on food, which places an undue burden on the low income and 
elderly people. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
League Relaunches  

in Utah County 
 

Utah County’s chapter of 
the League of Women 

Voters of Utah disbanded in 
the 1990s as younger 
generations got less 

involved with the group. 
Now, at the start of a new 
decade, the Utah County 

chapter is back. 
  

Learn  more and join us at 
www.lwvutah.org 
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“The state sales tax on food should either be eliminated or reduced 
gradually until it is.” 
 
The tax referendum sought to stall the bill, allowing voters to decide in 
November 2020 if the law should stand as it was passed in December 
2019. The League supported that, and will continue to monitor the 
situation. 
 

 
 

League Thanks Our Community Supporters 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 

75 years after 
Asuchwitz  

Holocaust Education and 
Remembrance for Global 

Justice  
 

2020 marks the 75th 
anniversary of the liberation 
of Auschwitz, the ending of 
the second World War, and 

the end of the Holocaust. 
  

Monday, Jan. 27 was 
Holocaust Memorial Day. 

The United Nations 
Holocaust Memorial 

Ceremony can be viewed 
online at 

http://webtv.un.org/ 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Utah Voter - February 2020 16 

http://webtv.un.org/
http://webtv.un.org/


 

League of Women Voters of Salt Lake                                                                                      Non-Profit Org 
230 W. 200 South, Suite 2114                                                                                                    US POSTAGE PAID 
Salt Lake City, UT 84101                                                                                                            Permit #1716 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

TOWN CLUB UNIT– Wednesday, Feb. 12 – 11:00 A.M. 

Town Club - 1081 East South Temple 

Unit Leader – Alice Steiner – 801-363-9193 

alice.l.steiner@gmail.com 

 

NITE OWLS – Monday, Feb.  24 – 7:30 P.M. 

Unit Leader: Judi Short – 801-487-7387 

Please call for location in Sugar House area 

judi.short@gmail.com 

 

BENCH BUNCH – Wednesday, Feb. 26 – 10:00 A.M. 

Holladay Library – 2150 East Murray-Holladay Road – 4730 South 

Unit Leader: Nancy Melling 801-277-9118, Anne Zeigler, 801-944-4163 

ngmelling2@gmail.com 

 

 

  

 

  

SANDY UNIT – Thursday, Feb. 27 – 10:00– 11:30 A.M. 

Sandy Senior Citizens Center – 9310 So. 1300 East 

Unit Leader - Janice Gygi - 801-550-3585 

janice.gygi@gmail.com 

 

LIBRARY UNIT – Thursday, Feb. 27 – 12:30 P.M. 

Anderson-Foothill Library - 1135 So. 2100 East 

Unit Leader - Linda Menasco – 865-693-8805 

lindamenasco@yahoo.com 
 

SUMMIT-WASATCH UNIT – Tuesday, Feb. 25 – 11:00 A.M. 

Park City Public Library, 1255 Park Avenue, Park City 

Unit Leader – Jill Lesh – 435-655-1965 

jilllesh@me.com 

 

 

 
 
 
 

The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan political organization 
that encourages informed and active participation in government. 
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