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League Looking at Racial Justice, DEI, Voter Outreach 

By Jeanine Kuhn-Coker, LWV-SL President 
Racial justice, voter registration during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, diversity equality and 
inclusion (DEI), and VOTE411- these are 
the issues the Salt Lake League has been 
most concerned with this summer. Unit 
leaders have encouraged members to read 
one or more of several books highlighting 
systemic racism in our country which will 
be discussed in unit meeting Zoom calls. 
The County Observer Corps has taken on 
the task of watching for police reform in city 
and county government and calling for 
racial justice. 

In partnership with the NAACP, we are working on a short piece for 
television and social media, drawing attention to the issue of low voter 
participation among minority communities in Utah and encouraging people 
to mail in their ballots early for the November 3 election.  

Janice Mosby and Helen Moser are heading up a group of eager 
volunteers to safely register voters in affordable housing projects. They 
are working with the University of Utah on a packet that will inform 
students about voter registration and direct them to VOTE411.org, the 
League’s one-stop shop for all things voting. Partnering with Voterise, they 
are making sure that students on our college campuses are registered and 
receive necessary voter information. 

As always, we continue to urge candidates to answer our questions on 
VOTE411, which helps ensure that the public makes informed decisions 
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when voting. We have been asked by the Utah Black Roundtable to help 
with two town hall Zooms to further educate voters, particularly members 
of minority communities, about the various candidates’ platforms. 

We continue to press forward in spite of COVID-19, and have an exciting 
program planned for the coming months! Stay safe and keep on social 
distancing! 

 

ERA Grant Project Wraps Up - Now it’s Up to You 

By Vickie Samuelson, LWV-UT Co-President 
The League’s Equal Rights Amendment grant project is a wrap! 

Interviews with former 
Congresswoman Karen 
Shepherd and her daughter 
Heather are complete. We 
later decided to add longtime 
League member and activist 
Irene Fisher to the video, and 
her portion is complete as 
well.  

Our thanks to Paige Sparks of 
Sparklight Productions and her assistant Ilana Fogelson, who worked on 
the final cut of the film. It is available now on our website as well as on all 
our social media platforms.  

By the time you receive the Voter, our postcard campaign will also be 
completed with just under 600 cards mailed out to family, friends and 
lawmakers. Our thanks to Shelly Pace for her camera work and creating 
the card. The campaign was a call to action to contact Utah Sens. Mike 
Lee and Mitt Romney on Women’s Equality Day (August 26) to request 
that they support SJR6. That bill would remove the deadline on the Equal 
Rights Amendment so that women can finally have equal rights under our 
U.S. Constitution. The time is now; the fight should be over. 

I want to thank all of you who requested cards and mailed them out to 
complete the project. You exceeded my goal.  

There is a bus tour event on the ERA coming to Utah on Friday, October 
16. The plans are being worked out now so please watch for updates. 
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Update Coming to Membership Renewal Process 
 

By Peggy Carrico, LWV-UT 
Office Consultant 
The Utah League plans to 
support local Leagues this 
year in an effort to establish 
a single-date membership 
renewal process. This is an 
effort to streamline the 
procedure and reduce the 

workload of local Leagues. Beginning in September, our office will send 
membership renewals to members throughout the state. Members can 
renew through the online portals or by mailing in their renewal payment. 
Many of our members are on an auto-renewal through PayPal and they 
will be excluded from this process as long as their auto-renewal stays 
current.  

We ask that you take a moment to complete a member interest survey you 
may receive via email. Your feedback helps us find opportunities for you to 
get the most from your League membership. If you have questions about 
your membership renewal, please contact the office at 801-272-8683 or 
office@lwvutah.org  . 

 

Transfer of Public Lands Study Released 

By Carey Dabney, LWV-Grand 
County President 
The League of Women 
Voters of Grand County 
finished their Transfer of 
Public Lands Movement 
Educational Study in time to 
make it available to support 
the LWVUS Position on the 
Transfer of Federal Public 
Lands, adopted at the 2020 

national convention. 

That position states: 

● The League believes that federal public lands should benefit 
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all Americans. The lands should remain under the jurisdiction 
of the federal government, with U.S. Forest Service and 
Bureau of Land Management lands managed according to 
the Multiple-Use Sustained-Yield policy. 

● Whereas: This is a national issue. The federal government 
owns 28 percent of the land in the United States. 

● Whereas: It is an issue that impacts our national heritage. 
● Whereas: If this is a national position, any League will be 

able to advocate in a timely way against any effort to transfer 
federal lands to their state. State leagues would not need to 
conduct time-consuming individual studies.  

● Whereas: If this is a national position, LWVUS can advocate 
for continued protection of our federal lands by Congress 
and the Administration. 

The Transfer of Public Lands Movement study and short introductory 
powerpoint are available on the LWVUT website. 

Use this information to engage elected officials in discussion about public 
lands. Ask those running for office this fall if they support the transfer of 
U.S. public lands into state ownership.  

Get Informed! Get Engaged! Get Empowered! 

 

Nation Celebrates History of 19th Amendment 

By Nickie Nelson, LWV-UT Vice President of Program 
On Wednesday, August 18, 
1920, the Tennessee House 
voted to concur with Senate 
Joint Resolution #1. This 
made Tennessee the 36 th 
state to ratify the 19th 
Amendment to the U.S. 
Constitution. The text of the 
amendment read: “The right of 
citizens of the United States to 
vote shall not be denied or 
abridged by the United States 

or by any State on account of sex.  Congress shall have power to enforce 
this article by appropriate legislation.” 

The details of the amazing political machinations that occurred before this 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

We Are Moving  
the Office 

The LWV Utah/Salt Lake 
office will move to a different 
suite at our current location in 

September. Leadership 
discussed the expense of the 

office space we currently 
have and the lack of its use 

since COVID-19.  

Leadership  decided to 
pursue lower cost options. 
Our landlord was willing to 
work with us to reduce the 

square footage. It will mean 
when we are able to get back 
together in the future, larger 

meetings will need to be held 
off-site or we can reserve a 

meeting space in the building.  

Our phone number and 
physical address will remain 
the same, the only change is 

to Suite 2215. 

—Peggy Carrico, LWV-UT 
Office Consultant 
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historic vote are fascinating. After the vote, House Speaker Seth Walker 
changed his vote to “yes” so that he could ask for reconsideration of the 
bill, threatening to overturn the concurrence. After three days of lobbying 
by both sides, Walker’s motion to reconsider was tabled by a vote of 
48-48, and the bill sent to the governor. Gov. Albert Roberts signed the bill 
on August 24, and the certification documents were immediately mailed to 
the U.S. Secretary of State Bainbridge Colby. With no ceremony, on 
August 26 he signed the proclamation that the 19th Amendment was now 
part of the Constitution of the United States.  

On November 2, 1920, about 10 million American women, including First 
Lady Edith Wilson and many Black women (especially in the North), cast 
their vote. Black women in southern states faced the same or worse voting 
discrimination as Black men. Schemes such as poll taxes and “literacy 
tests” prevented many from voting. The struggle for voting rights and 
against voter suppression continues to this very day. 

A great book that describes this history is The Woman’s Hour by Elaine 
Weiss. It details the three factions of women’s groups involved in 
supporting or opposing the amendment, including the newly formed 
League of Women Voters. You can borrow the League’s copy by 
contacting our office manager Peggy Carrico at 801-272-8683. 

 

The League and You Are Still Running  

Don’t miss the League of Women Voters’ 
100 Year memorial 5K fun run. There’s 
something for all ages, even though we’ve 
gone virtual.  

Any time from September 11-20, you and 
your friends may choose to run or walk 
our route around Liberty Park or find your 
own 5K, during which you will pass 12 
stations of voting history. The Liberty Park 
route has 12 stakes with QR codes 
leading you to our website  and the 
surprising - and often troubling - history of 
voting in this nation - with pictures! 

Send us photos, and we will be sending a survey asking fun and 
interesting questions about your experience. Not only are there prizes to 
be had, but also one of our special “100 Years Running” facemasks. You 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

League to Sponsor 
Gubernatorial Forums  

The League of Women 
Voters will be holding 

virtual forums with Utah’s 
gubernatorial candidates.  

Spencer Cox and Chris 
Peterson have both agreed 

on dates. Cox and his 
running mate Deirdre 

Henderson will be Zooming 
with us on Sept. 3 at 5 p.m. 

Peterson and his running 
mate Karina Brown will 

Zoom on Sept. 10 at 4 p.m. 

We are presently 
contacting the third-party 
candidates. Watch our 

website and calendar for 
up-to-date information on 

these important 
pre-election events.  
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can’t have enough facemasks these days!  

Sherilyn Bennion and her husband beat us to it by walking the 5K in 
August. For that, they win a First to Run prize, and our continuing 
devotion. Register now . 

 

League Embraces 21st Century Citizen Lobbying   

By Emily Walsh, LWV-UT Legislative Action Director 
One of the ways the pandemic is currently impacting the League of 
Women Voters of the United States is through its lobbying efforts in 
Washington, D.C. The League has shifted its approach to virtual meetings 
with congress members, senators, and staffers. Because the meetings are 
virtual, they have created an opportunity for state Leagues to participate in 
ways we could not before. Additionally, the national League has found that 
having state Leagues participate can sometimes make it easier to get a 
meeting with a member of Congress or their staff.  

The Utah League was asked to participate in one of these meetings 
regarding election funding for vote-by-mail with Sen. Mitt Romney's staff. 
The meeting participants were myself, Janet Boyd (LWV-US Lobby Corps) 
and Keven Henwood (Elections Specialist, Senator Romney's Office). We 
had a great conversation about the safety, security, and accessibility of the 
vote in November, the importance of the United States Postal Service, 
Utah's great track record with vote-by-mail, and the glitches we have 
observed here in Utah and across the country during the Primary 
Elections. Senator Romney's office is sympathetic and will have 
conversations where they can in an attempt to further support federal 
funding for November's election. 

During the lobby caucus at the LWV-US National Convention, the national 
Lobby Corps said it expects to use this style of citizen lobbying for the 
duration of the pandemic. We may have more opportunities as a state 
League to participate with our federal delegation in a new way. This is an 
exciting and unexpected side effect of the pandemic. 

 

Hinckley Institute Forums Resume 
 

These exceptional forums will resume on Wednesday, Sept. 2 with a 
program on Healthcare Disparities, featuring former Rep. Rebecca 

Chavez-Houck. Check the calendar out here.  

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interim Session 
 to Begin 

September Interim Session 
starts the week of  

September 16 
 

Watch Utah Legislature - 
Utah.gov for specific dates 

and times. 
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The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan political organization 
that encourages informed and active participation in government. 

 




