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The League Continually Learns and Grows 

Catherine Weller, LWVUT Co-President 
I was recently preparing for a board 
meeting by removing a couple of framed 
pieces from the wall of the League office. 
In doing so I found myself looking – 
really looking – for the first time at the 
object now in my hands. It was a framed 
hand-written letter from Susa Young 
Gates on stationary from the Congress 
Hotel in Chicago. The date was February 
17, 1920. The other object was a 
program from a League of Women 
Voters meeting held in February 1920, 
attended by a delegation from Utah and 
Carrie Chapman Catt. They were both 

from the inaugural meeting of the League of Women Voters of the 
United States. After my initial astonishment passed, I excitedly showed 
the frames to others in the room. Some of them had seen the pieces 
before, some had not.  

As the League enters its centennial year I am struck by the fact that the 
work the League does, indeed the League’s history itself is like those 
documents: both seen and unseen.  

The state League is recognized for its presence on Capitol Hill during 
legislative sessions, observing and reporting to members and the public. 
Certainly the Davis League is deservedly respected for its ambitious 
candidate forum schedules. The Grand and Weber County Leagues 
each have equally ambitious, widely-attended issue-based programming 
throughout the year The Salt Lake League’s latest additions to their 
work—a 5K race to be held annually in September and the recent Mock 
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Rank Choice Vote for the Salt Lake City mayor’s race—have heightened 
the League’s profile. While that is an impressive list for any organization 
run and primarily staffed by volunteers, it is not the limit of our activities.  

The League was founded as “a mighty political experiment” with the 
mission to support women in their new roles as voters, including shaping 
public policy. We are rooted in the fight for female suffrage and grew into 
the role of registering voters whether newly enfranchised or newly 
interested. Throughout our history, League members have educated 
each other and the public with voters’ guides and issue-based studies. 
We have come to positions based on research, discussion and 
consensus.  

We’ve worked with other organizations, and at times lobbied politicians, 
always based on the positions created by our “mighty political 
experiment.” From its inception, the League has been an activist 
grass-roots organization. I think the public’s understanding of that has 
been lost over the years. Our image as radicals has been superseded by 
one of nice, upper middle class women. 

Of course, we are more than that. But we have not always been good at 
living up to our ideals. Carrie Chapman Catt infamously told southern 
senators “white supremacy will be strengthened, not weakened, by 
women’s suffrage.” Indeed, early League leaders did not fight for the 
rights of black Americans to vote, despite their support of the larger 
abolition movement. Additionally, the League did not welcome women of 
color into its ranks or grant them full membership privileges for too long. 
This is a legacy openly addressed by LWVUS president Chris Carson 
last year and also repeatedly acknowledged and confronted at League 
leadership meetings. League leadership at all levels is working to ensure 
that our history is not our future when it comes to diversity.  

As we enter our centennial year, the LWV Utah and the Utah local 
Leagues have great plans for celebration and for work. Some of it will be 
the work we expect to see: voter registration, voters’ guides for 
elections, candidate forums and other forms of voter education. But if 
one looks further, one will see more.  

The state League will have a delegation observe the United Nations Civil 
Society Conference at the end of August. This continues the League’s 
involvement in and commitment to the United Nations since its inception 
in 1945. We’ll advocate for our mission and reach out to different 
audiences in powerful new ways. We’ll celebrate our anniversary all year 
long with a variety of programs. And we’ll look – really look – at the rich 
history of the League as we continue to Empower Voters and Defend 
Democracy. Stay tuned! 
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League Kicks off 100 Year Celebrations 

Kathy Biele, LWVSL president 
The latest Utah license plate heralds the fact that women in Utah were 

the first to cast votes 
after the 19th 
Amendment was 
passed. This was one 
of the many “firsts” for 
women in a long 
history of women 
seeking voting rights, 
and in some 
instances gaining 
them and losing them 
again.  

Fifteen members and friends, including Councilwoman Ana Valdemoros, 
turned out at Salt Lake City’s Mestizo Coffeehouse to hear Linda Hilton 
speak about the history of women’s suffrage, and its interesting 
connection to the practice of polygamy.  

This event kicked off a year of events as the League follows the path to 
the 19th Amendment and its 100th anniversary. Read about LWVSL’s 
Defending Democracy Fun Run on Page 11.  

 

LWV Protects Voting Rights through Little-Used Process 

Ann O’Connell, LWVSL Natural Resources Chair 
There is a plot afoot among leagues across the country including the 
LWVUS, to adopt a general statement describing our commitment to 
protecting and advancing the voting rights of the citizens of the United 
States that will empower all leagues to support various voting rights 
strategies at all league levels: national, state and local. Leagues would 
adopt this new position by using the CONCURRENCE PROCESS. 
If you are an experienced league member, you will be familiar with the 
consensus  process by which we craft a new policy position. It is the 
way we ensure that our positions reflect the thoughtful consideration of 
our members. We write balanced studies, discuss them, and respond to 
questions designed to find our areas of policy consensus – an 
important word of art worthy of discussion in its own right. The proposed 
discussion material will allow you to do so. 

However, even longtime members may have no experience with the 
concurrence process  by which a league adopts—concurs with—a 
position developed by a second league that has used the consensus 
process in developing the position. Concurring might be done by a board 
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or often vote of convention delegates. As the Utah state league 
convention is past, the LWV of Utah board would like the members to 
see the position statement they are considering, talk about related 
issues presented in the material, and advise and consent.  

The League of Women Voters of Salt Lake will discuss all this in their 
October unit meetings. There will be an intense briefing for discussion 
leaders. Other local league discussion leaders are encouraged to come 
or listen in. The discussion material is meaty but the occasion might be 
enlivened by a presentation on a voting reform such as ranked choice or 
proportional representation. Or is your locale facing a thorny election 
problem you would prefer to discuss? Would the proposed position on 
protecting and advancing voting rights be especially useful in your area? 
Please look at this as an opportunity to craft your own process. 
The material will be available soon but please contact me if you would 
like an advanced copy. 

Contents: 
● Descriptions of the concurrence process from the League of 

Women Voters of the United States and two state leagues 
● Comparison of league consensus s and concurrence procedure 
● The proposed position statement followed by objections and 

responses 
● Current election procedure position statements from the LWVUS 

and selected state leagues 
● League of Women Voters of UT positions on voting and elections 
● League of Women Voters of SL position on voting and elections 
● Brief descriptions of ranked choice and proportional 

representation 
 
Ann O’Connell: oconnell@xmission.com 801.363.9046 

 
 

LWV Considers Increased Money in Local Elections 

Gigi Brandt, LWVUT Redistricting & Money in Politics Adviser 
The primary elections are over. According to an article in the Salt Lake 
Tribune, donations collected for the mayor’s race—a job that pays about 
$144,000 a year—amounted to nearly $1.5 million and the money 
candidates spent before the primary was $1.1 million. It seems we can 
expect more money to pour into the two finalist coffers before 
November. 

Citizens are frustrated with the amount of money and lack of 
transparency surrounding donors. They suspect that politicians on all 
levels—local, state, and national—listen more carefully to their largest 
donors rather than their constituents. The U.S. Supreme Court, in the 
Citizens United case, declared that corporations are citizens and that 
limitations on contributions violated their free speech rights under the 

 
 
 
 
 

In Memory of 
Norma Matheson: 

 
The passing of Norma 
Matheson has left an 

unfillable gap in the political 
and philanthropic fabric of 

Utah. Norma was a 
longtime member of the 

League of Women Voters 
of Salt Lake, and while 

well-known in Democratic 
circles, was recognized for 
her community service and 
work on nonpartisan issues 

affecting the elderly, 
education and children.  

 
Read more here: 

https://legcy.co/2OTcJHC 
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First Amendment. Although candidates may agree with voters that the 
amount of money in politics is corrupting, most of them oppose 
limitations on donations and resist calls for rules that would allow donors 
through PICs, PACs, and other groups to be identified. 

Campaign finance regulations are governed by Utah state law unless a 
municipality formulates its own campaign finance laws. Utah law does 
not have any regulations limiting the amount of campaign funding. Utah 
does have some laws on the transparency and reporting of campaign 
finances which applies to Political Action Committees (PACs) and Public 
Interest and Community Service (PICs) groups. The reporting system is 
under the auspices of the Lt. Governor’s office.  

Four years ago, the Salt Lake LWV joined with Move to Amend to 
advocate for changing campaign contribution limitations in Salt Lake City 
elections. The donation cap newly legislated by the Salt Lake City 
Council for each election cycle—$3,500 for any individual for a mayoral 
candidate, $750 for a city council candidate*—was higher than for that 
which the the League and Move-to-Amen groups had advocated, but it 
was still a reduction and the law now prohibits businesses with city 
business and contracts from contributing to a political race within the 
city, another positive step. *Amounts have been bumped up to $3560 for 
mayoral candidates and $760 for this cycle. 

Some specific facts on 2019 Salt Lake City mayoral candidates. Number 
listed is contributions at one reporting period time rather 
contributors—some individuals and non-humans contributed more than 
once. Contributions from a candidate to his or her own campaign are not 
included. 

Jim Dabakis: 
● Total contributions were $295,080. Number of contributions: 802. 
● Number of individuals contributing the maximum amount: 13 
● Number of non-humans contributing the maximum amount: 4 
● Dubakis did not accept PAC contributions 

Luz Escamilla  
● Total contributions were $206,659. Number of contributions: 762 
● Number of individuals contributing the maximum amount: 15 
● Number of non-humans contributing the maximum amounts: 4 

David Garbett 
● Total contributions was $297,064 Number of contributions: 560 
● Number of individuals contributing the maximum: 19 
● Non-humans contributing the maximum amount: 14  

Richard Goldburger 
● Total contributions $1512 Number of contributions: 5 

Rainer Huck 
● Total contributions $15,000 Number of contributions: 2 

 
 

 
 
 

100th Anniversary 
Event Planning Starts 

NOW 
 

Call for Volunteers! 
 
As you all know, February 
14, 2020 is the League of 

Women Voters’ 100th 
Anniversary! 

 
To acknowledge this event, 
we are planning activities 

to raise the League’s 
visibility in the community 

throughout the year. This is 
a huge milestone that 

deserves to be celebrated! 
We want to make this our 

most visible, engaging, and 
fun year, yet, but we can’t 

do this without an 
enthusiastic team of 

volunteers. 
 

The League has very 
talented people in its 

membership whot will be a 
great asset to this 

committee. Please join 
Tina, Windy and me to 

make this the best 100th 
anniversary possible! 

 
Thank You, 

 
-Vickie Samuelson  

co-president LWVUtah 
And 100 Year Anniversary 

Committee Chair 
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○ Both contributions were from himself 

David Ibarra 
● Total Contributions $437,427 Number of contributions: 429 
● Number of individuals contributing maximum amount: 19 
● Number non-humans contributing maximum amount 22 

Erin Mendenhall 
● Total amount of contributions: $121,159 
● Number of contributions: 271 
● Number of individuals contributing maximum amount: 1 
● Number of non-humans contributing maximum: 4 

Stan Penfold 
● Total amount on contributions: $103,571 
● Number of contributions: 531 
● Number of individuals contributing maximum amount: 3 
● Number of non-human contributing maximum amount: 1 

How should one judge a candidate when considering campaign 
contributions? Should it be on the total dollar amount raised? Should it 
be on the total number of donors, only on the number of donors who 
give the maximum-allowed contribution, or only on the number of small 
donors? Is it important to compare the number of contributions that 
come from individual humans rather than businesses, interest groups, 
PICs, PACs? Contribution patterns may be informative; for example, 
there are examples of individuals and corporations and organizations 
contributing money to many candidates while giving the 
maximum-allowed amount to only one. Do considerations about the 
source and amount of donations received by candidates outweigh 
candidates’ stated values and policy positions? This is an important and 
complicated question that every voter must ask herself. 

Salt Lake City Campaign Finance Reporting System  
Sandy Candidate Financial Disclosures 

 
 

LWV VOTE18 Promotes Youth Civic Engagement 
Marilyn Brown, VOTE18 Chair 
VOTE18 is alive and well, thanks to previous chairs and current 
committee members! VOTE18 is a civic education project with the goal 
of teaching high school students the value of becoming politically 
minded and active. The goal of the program is to inspire and motivate 
young people to cast well-informed votes when they turn 18 and to 
develop a life-long habit of voting. 

This one-day lesson plan is interactive and comprises:  

 
 

SAVE THE DATE! 
 

League of Women Voters 
CLEAN ENERGY FORUM 
Co-hosted by LWVSL & LWVUT 

  
The nonpartisan League of 

Women Voters presents 
solutions for clean air and a 

stable climate while 
enhancing economic 

well-being for all, especially 
in rural Utah 

 
SPEAKERS:  

 
Sarah Wright,  

Executive Director, 
Utah Clean Energy 

 
Joelle Stewart 

VP, Rocky Mountain Power 
  

Don Albrecht 
Director,  

USU Western Center for 
Rural Development 

 
MODERATOR : 
Nicola Nelson,  

Program Director 
LWV of Utah 

 
 DATE: Sat., Nov. 9 

TIME: 1-3 p.m. 
Marmalade Branch Library  

280 W. 500 North  
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● A discussion of the history of voting rights in the United States of 
America 

● A brainstorm session to reveal the issues that concern each 
specific group of students in their communities and at the broader 
state and federal levels of government. 

● A mock election 
○ Students volunteer to debate the issues highlighted during 

the brainstorming session 
○ A mock election result based on actual student voting tally 

in the last national election. This activity demonstrates the 
significance of individual participation. 

● The opportunity to fill out a voter registration form 
○ Students are eligible to register to vote in Utah at age 16 

 
The VOTE18 committee is in need of volunteers for the 2019-20 
academic year : 

● to serve on the executive committee 
● to contact and attend school district board meetings (Fall 2019) 
● to teach in charter, private and public schools (2019-20) 

 
Training sessions for the above volunteering opportunities will be on 
Sept. 24, 2019 and in January 2020, at an as-yet determined date. 
Please contact VOTE18@lwvsl.org or Marilyn Bown at 385-900-5159 for 
further details.  

 
 

LWV Builds Community Relationships 

By Jesse Cox, LWVSL Membership Committee 
National Night Out Against Crime is an annual 
community-building campaign that promotes 
police/community partnerships and neighborhood 
camaraderie to make our neighborhoods safer, 
better places to live. This year’s Westpointe and 
Jordan Meadows Community Council-sponsored 
celebration offered food trucks, games and 
entertainment. The event clearly delivered on 
“Night Out’s” goal. Though the temperature was 
hot at the onset, the water parade kick-off and 
lengthening evening shadows were a refreshing 
change for the festival-goers who greatly enjoyed the festivities.  

Free pizza and tacos and a high-energy eclectic DJ playlist of Motown, 
Spanish Harlem, and songs of the 1970s revolution were one of many 
buzz points at the Night Out. Police and other first responders shared 
information about public safety programs, the value of partnering with 
the community and the impact of neighbors looking after neighbors in 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Hinckley Forums 
 

Gardner Commons 
University of Utah 

260 S Central Campus Dr 
Salt Lake City, UT 84112 

 
Hinckley Offices 

Room 2018 
(Hinckley Caucus Room) 

 
All forums are free and 

open to the public, 
sponsored by the Hinckley 
Institute of Politics and The 

Sam Rich Program in 
International Politics. 

 
For more information: 

https://www.hinckley.utah.e
du/calendar 
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combatting crime. Local Boy Scouts of America troops proudly displayed 
the towering, authentic tepee they’d constructed. 

The SLC Mayoral candidates were stars of the evening, particularly in 
advance of the August 13 primary. Appearances by David Garbett, Luz 

Escamilla, Jim Dabakis, and Erin Mendenhall 
offered residents the ability to engage and hear 
first-hand about each candidate’s unique 
approach to issues impacting both communities. 
They were framed by the presence of groups on 
both sides of the Inland Port Authority: Center for 
BioDiversity, Salt Lake City Air Protectors, Stop 
the Polluters, and Envision Utah—who were 
promoting the authoritative IPA vision. The 
League of Women Voters also had a presence 
and was glad to have the opportunity to 
participate at the event. Community members 

were eager to learn about the candidates, the Inland Port, and how the 
LWV strives to serve their communities.  

Tabling—volunteering at an informational LWF table—at a community 
event like the National Night Out Against Crime is an important and fun 
activity. Through direct community outreach at key events, we are 
provided a unique and wonderful opportunity to connect with the public 
and frame our mission and work in terms of their values and 
passions—values and passions we often share.  

Speaking personally, as a bi-coastal newcomer to both UT and the LWV 
and someone who can be shy, introverted and a touch agoraphobic, I 
initially felt daunted by the idea of tabling at the “Night Out.” Instead, I 
found being on the ground and connecting with the community to be 
transformative. It tests, tempers and sometimes transforms what you 
think you know. 

One working definition of Grass Roots is “organizing among ordinary 
people with common interests and needs.” One of the many benefits of 
participating in community venues is the more you do it, the more you 
know and are known by others. It’s a pleasure to see people who are 
“regulars,” people who are celebrated and honorable, and meet people 
who you would almost certainly never have met otherwise.  

Initially, being the public face of the LWV and discussing who we are 
and how we “defend democracy” may not come naturally. From my 
nearly 50 years of experience with grassroots organizing and recent 
tabling for the LWV, I offer some personal ground rules:  

● Carefully record personal information (name, phone number, 
email address, etc.) of table visitors so the LWV can keep them 
apprised of our work and related news 

● Ask questions to engage visitors 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thanks to the Girl Scouts 
of Utah for their generous 
in-kind donations to the 

League of Women Voters 
of Utah and the League of 

Women Voters of Salt 
Lake.  
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● Have an open mind and heart 
● Listen more than you speak (follow the 80/20 rule) 
● When speaking, stay on point/topic and be true to yourself 
● With some practice, and supported by other members with whom 

you work side-by-side, you’ll hit your stride quickly and find tabling 
not only second nature, but inspiring and quite enjoyable as well!  

 
 

Have Fun Volunteering at LWVSL Tabling Events! 
By Jesse Cox, LWVSL Membership Committee 
Volunteering at a LWV table at community events is one of the many 
ways the LWV reaches out and connects with the public. “Tabling” is a 
great way to share information with people who may not otherwise have 
had the opportunity to learn of the LWV and all it does. While tabling, 
volunteers 

● Help educate community members and prospective members on 
the mission 
and work of the 
League 

● Promote a 
climate of 
diversity and 
inclusiveness 
that is central 
to the League's 
current and 
future success 

● Register new 
voters in and 
help others 
update their 
address if they've recently moved 

 
In addition to feeling good about helping and being the public face of the 
LWV, there are many benefits to being a volunteer. People who share 
the LWV at community events 

● Get to know other members 
● Enjoy the art, food, music and fun activities 
● Learn more about a particular cause 
● Become inspired by or mobilized around a cause 
● Meet others and network 
● Feel empowered by working alongside community allies to 

promote civic engagement and influence public policy in ways 
that will benefit our communities 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Help LWV Keep Up 
with Inland Port 

 
If you are interested in the 

air quality along the 
Wasatch Front, you may 

want to join our Inland Port 
Google Group. The League 
has been active in trying to 
make sure our air quality 
issues are addressed. Let 

Ann O’Connell know if 
you’re interested:  

oconnell@xmission.com 
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If you’re interested in joining us at the next tabling event, please contact 
the Membership Committee at membership@lwvsl.org 

We’ll let you know about upcoming events via email and the Weekly 
Briefing. Have only a few extra hours each month? No worries! We’ll 
work around your schedule to find the event/shift that best suits your 
schedule.  

 
 

Save the Date for State Convention!  
Carey Dabney, LWV Grand County, president 
Moab has turned into a national and international tourist destination and, 
consequently, you will need to reserve your lodging for May 1-2, 2020 
NOW. The first weekend in May is one of the busiest in Moab; if you are 
unable to get to the convention, after all, you can always the reservation. 
In addition to making hotel reservations now, you will need to check on 
road conditions closer to when you plan your drive to Moab as road-work 
on highway 191 coming into town is scheduled to begin soon and 
continue for some time. 

The best strategy for attending the convention is to come in early the 
first day—before noon, if possible—and then leave very early Sunday 
morning or later in the afternoon, on Sunday. It is hard to describe the 
traffic back-up to those who are used to sleepy old Moab. 

There are no deals to be had with any lodging options, so you’ll have to 
do your own looking-around to see what the best deal for you will be. 
The Grand County League should be able to provide some rooms at 
private homes for those who request that. If you think you might want to 
stay with a LWV member, let us know so we have a count and can send 
out a request. 

******* 

The Grand County League Clarifies the 2020 Census 

Carey Dabney, LWV Grand County, president 
Grand County LWV Board of Directors has had a busy summer. 
Through our partnership with the 
Census 2020 Complete Count 
Committee, we have developed a brief 
PowerPoint presentation called US 
Census 2020: Start Here for our 
members to use as part of our 
Speaker’s Bureau outreach to 
community organizations and 
agencies. This presentation is 

 
 

 
 

LWVSL Unit Meetings  
to Resume 

 
Out unit discussion 

meetings have been on 
hiatus for the summer, but 

are due to resume in 
October with small-group 

meetings on election 
reform. This includes 

questions about Ranked 
Choice Voting and other 
electoral issues. Voter 

suppression is real; voter 
fraud is not. Let’s talk. 

 
If you have questions or 

would like to join one of our 
unit meetings, contact 

Millie Fletcher, 
milliefletcher@gmail.com.  
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Utah-specific and answers the questions: What is the Census?, Why is it 
important?, and How can I help? 

 
Second Annual Fun Run to Defend Democracy 

By Rachel Ridge, LWVSL Fun Run Chair 
Let’s face it: democracy needs a defender in these turbulent times. The 
very fact that you’re involved with the League of Women Voters and 
reading this article in the Voter means that you’re well-aware that our 
democracy is worth defending. Through actions both big and small, you 
become an everyday superhero, every day. 

 

 

 

 

Tax Reform Meeting 
on Horizon 

The League of Women 
Voters of Salt Lake 

welcomes Emily Walsh, 
Legislative Action 

Committee director and 
Julia Tenent of the Gardner 
Policy Institute to discuss 
tax reform in Utah. Stay 
tuned for the date and 
venue of this important 

general meeting.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Utah Voter - September 2019 11 



 

County District Attorney Sim Gill will be there to fire up the crowd this 
September 28th as you embrace that inner superhero and let your 
fantastic alter-ego finally come to the surface. So don your best 
spandex, dust off that cape and mask, and fly on down to the Defending 
Democracy Fun Run hosted by the League of Women Voters of Salt 
Lake!  

Our “Gerry-Meander” 5K Fun Run last year was a huge success, and 
this year we’re so excited to announce our second Fun Run fundraiser at 
the International Peace Gardens in Jordan Park ( 1060 S. 900 West ). 

ALL proceeds from the Fun Run will help support our mission to  register 
voters and empower them to both engage in our democracy and make 
informed decisions of their own. Everyone has an inner superhero, but 
some need a little coaxing to realize that their voice - and their vote - 
actually does matter. 

The Defending Democracy Fun Run will be a family friendly event with 
games, prizes, costume contests and more to delight Defenders of every 
age! Listen to live music, meet other local non-profits, and engage with 
members of our community in a safe, fun way! Our superhero race shirts 
will be available for purchase, and kids can even decorate their own 
superhero cape for just $10! 

Guess what else? We need YOUR help to pull this off this daredevil 
event. Yes, you.  

YOUR MISSION: visit https://www.lwvutah.org/fun-run/ right now and 
sign up to:  

➣ VOLUNTEER with our team of League superheroes 
➣ REGISTER for the Defending Democracy Fun Run 
➣ SPONSOR a great event and a good cause, by donating and/or 

tabling!  

We would also appreciate you helping us get the word out to the 
community, so INVITE three other people to suit up and join the League 
of Women Voters of Salt Lake on our mission to Empower Voters and 
Defend Democracy on September 28 ! Our democracy is depending on 
YOU to take action today. 

See you on September 28th, Democracy Defenders! 
 

General timeline :  
🕖 7 a.m.    Day-of registration opens 
🕗 8 a.m.    First wave of runners will start at 8 a.m. 

   festivities commence 
🕙 10 a.m.  Announce results of the costume contest!  
🕚 11 a.m.  Wrap-up the festivities, begin volunteer clean-up 

 

 

 

 

 

Fall Fete to Honor  
Anne  Zeigler 

Each year, the League of 
Women Voters of Salt Lake 
honors a member who has 

long given of herself in 
making important 

contributions to the 
League. This year, we are 
happy to recognize Anne 

Zeigler, who has long been 
a force in our membership 
committee, and has made 
the League a better place.  

Save the Date: 
Saturday, Oct. 12 

Town Club 
1081 E.South Temple 
More details to come 
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LWV-UT Reports on Women’s Policy Conference 

By Emily Walsh, Legislative Action Director LWVUT 
The Utah Women’s Policy Conference was held August 15-16 at the 
JADEN Event Center in Salt Lake City, Utah. This policy conference was 
the result of a collaboration between the League of Women Voters 
partnered with the YWCA of Utah, Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute, Utah 
Women and Leadership Project, Utah Women’s Coalition, and Better 
Days 2020. The conference’s main objectives were to raise awareness 
about important policy issues and to activate attendees within their 
sphere of influence. Several topics affecting women in Utah were 
discussed. 

The keynote speaker was Valerie Lacarte, Ph.D., postdoctoral research 
fellow at the Institute for Women’s Policy Research (IWPR). She 
presented the 2019 Report on the Well-Being of Women in Utah, and 
related the following information: 

● Utah ranks 15th (of 50 states and Washington D.C.) for women 
participating in the Labor Force, with 61.4 percent  of women 
employed  

● Utah ranks 51st in the women’s-to-men’s earnings ratio, with Utah 
women making $0.698 for every $1 a Utah man makes. 

● 90% of Utah Women, aged 18 and older, live above poverty. This 
puts Utah in 6th place nationally with 86.6 percent of women in 
the United States living above poverty. 

● At 88.7 percent, Utah places 33, nationally, for women with health 
insurance coverage.  

● Utah women have a higher rate for suicide with 10.6 per 100,000 
women dying by suicide, compared to the national rate of 6.3 per 
100,000 women.  

● Utah has a high pregnancy-related mortality rate with 25.6 out of 
100,000 live births compared to the national rate of 17.2/100,000. 
This high rate was said, by a maternal mental health worker in the 
audience, to reflect the fact Utah includes death by suicide for 
women who are or have recently been pregnant because 
pregnancy factors into the mental health conditions resulting in 
suicide.  

● Utah women rank 33rd in the country with 68.4 percent of women 
registered to vote and ranks 18th in voter turnout with 59.8 
percent of them voting in 2018. 

● Utah’s Senate is 20.7 percent female and the House is 25.3 
percent female, which is below the nation as a whole with 25.6 
percent of state senators and 30 percent of state representatives 
being women. The full report may be found at this link. 

 
Mallory Bateman, state Data Center coordinator and senior research 
analyst at the Kem C. Gardner Policy Institute, along with Marti 
Woolford, special projects coordinator at the Salt Lake County Mayor’s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tune in for  
Legislative Updates 

The League of Women 
Voters of Utah does 

legislative updates on 
KRCL 90.9 FM RadioActive 
at 6 p.m. before and after 

interim meetings. You may 
also find updates on the 

League of Women Voters 
of Utah’s Facebook page. 

Our next Legislative interim 
lunch is September 18 from 

11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. You 
will need to bring your own 

lunch with you now that 
food is no longer sold in the 
cafeteria. If you would like 

to join the Legislative 
Action Google Group to 

participate in observing or 
to get reports on all of the 
committees we observe 

call 801-272-8683 or email 
office@lwvutah.org. 
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Office for New Americans, presented information on the 2020 Census 
and census outreach. A few things have changed since Mallory spoke to 
the League back in February: 

● You will not be able to request a paper census, but you will 
receive one in the mail after not responding to several postcards. 

● There is a video on the Census YouTube channel showing what 
census enumerators (counters) will be wearing while following up 
on addresses that have not responded. This may be helpful to 
know if you are concerned about who is at your door. 

● There are several complete count committees throughout the 
state. You may find whether there is a complete count committee 
in your community at census.gov. If there is not a complete count 
committee covering your community, census.gov has instructions 
on how to create one.  

 
A deliberative community-engagement segment was led by Samantha 
Ball, Ph.D., research associate at the Gardener Policy Institute and Erin 
Jemison, director of public policy at YWCA Utah. The panels will be 
discussed later in this article. The deliberative community engagement 
model used is based on work done by Martin Carcasson, director of the 
Center for Public Deliberation at Colorado State University.  

The main point of Dr. Carcasson’s work is that “wicked problems cannot 
be solved by science because they inherently involve competing 
underlying values, paradoxes, and trade-offs. Wicked problems require 
high-quality communication, creativity, and broad collaborative action.”  

Facilitators at each table had some degree of training on deliberative 
engagement and were given questions to help the table have as broad a 
discussion as possible in the time given. Each table reported back on 
themes occurring in their discussion and each person in attendance 
committed to working on the issue in following the conference. The 
deliberative engagement model would be a powerful tool if elected 
officials were willing to participate in a process of relationship-building 
within communities that is inherently uncertain and not based on 
“winning” an argument. 

Murdered and Missing Indigenous Women 

The first of three thematic panels had Moroni Benally, coordinator of 
advocacy and public policy at Restoring Ancestral Winds, and State 
Rep. Angela Romero addressing the crisis of Murdered and Missing 
Indigenous Women, Girls and Two-Spirit People (MMIWG2+). Two-Spirit 
is Native American terminology for LGBTQ+ people. Romero is running 
a bill in the 2020 Legislative Session creating a task force to examine 
the issue of MMIWG2+ in Utah, one of the worst places for MMIWG2+ in 
the United States. The League has positions on violence and human 
trafficking that will allow for us to support this piece of legislation. Benally 
highlighted the trauma Native Americans experience because of historic 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Remember Our Past, 
Plan for Future 

 
Women’s Equality Day on 
August 26 was created on 
this anniversary to raise 

awareness about the 
importance of gender 

equality and recognize the 
sacrifices made by the 

suffragists. As we kick off 
the centennial year of 

women winning the right to 
vote, we mustn’t 

romanticize the story of the 
19th Amendment. The truth 

is, progress towards a 
more perfect democracy is 
often messy, and the 19th 
Amendment did not break 
down voting barriers for all 
women—and even today, 
there is more work to be 

done. 
  

Women’s suffrage was not 
perfect. Let us use the 

lessons of our history to 
inform our present and our 

future. Let us seek out 
ways to ensure all eligible 
voters have their voices 

heard and their votes 
counted.  

  
— League of Women Voters 
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and contemporary abuses and how both trauma and coping behaviors 
are passed down through generations. Many of these coping behaviors 
coincide with individuals disappearing or being murdered.  

Benally also highlighted problems with reporting and data collection: 
There is no way to know how big the problem of MMIWG2+ is when only 
21.4 percent of murdered indigenous women in San Juan County are 
reported to the authorities (based on data from the CDC and the FBI). 
The lack of reporting is compounded by the absence of tribal 
self-governance: Tribal law enforcement is only able to enforce laws 
pertaining to minor criminal offences and state and federal law 
enforcement are not meeting their obligation to enforce the laws dealing 
with more serious offenses. A task force will be a good start and will 
allow for the collection and analysis of information that may lead to new 
state-level policies to combat the problem of MMIWG2+. 

Potential Impacts of Tax Reform 

Elizabeth Garbe, senior director of government relations for the United 
Way of Salt Lake, moderated the second thematic panel on Potential 
Positive Impacts of Tax Reform for Utah Women and Families. Andrea 
Wilko, Ph.D., economist in the Utah Office of the Legislative Fiscal 
Analyst, gave a presentation about the necessity of tax reform. Jeannna 
Nieberger, a Circle Leader with Circles Salt Lake, discussed what 
impacts tax reform will have on low-income families who use social 
services. Her main concerns were how tax reform might impact 
affordable housing and the public education system. State Sen. Dan 
Hemmert and State Rep. Robert Spendlove shared the legislative 
perspective on tax reform. Both indicated a desire for a fair tax system 
that adequately funds government and is easy to understand.  

This is similar to the League’s general tax position stating “the tax 
system should: be fair and equitable; provide adequate resources for 
government programs while allowing flexibility for financing future 
program changes; be understandable to the taxpayer and encourage 
compliance; accomplish its objectives without creating undue 
administrative problems.” However, both men were of the opinion that 
food tax should be increased back to the regular sales tax. They believe 
the reduction in food tax was too broad of a tax break and they believe 
there are better ways to target low-income families with tax relief through 
things like grocery rebates. We will have to continue to keep an eye on 
the tax task force as we approach the 2020 Legislative Session. 

Day Two: Overview of women’s Policy Initiatives in Utah.  

The panelists were: Marina Lowe, legislative policy counsel at ACLU 
Utah; Maria Montes, community engagement and advocacy coordinator 
at Comunidades Unidas; Jenn Oxborrow, executive director of Utah 
Domestic Violence Coalition; Tara Rollins, executive director of the Utah 
Housing Coalition and Anna Thomas, senior policy analyst at Voices for 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Planned Parenthood  
& the League 

 
Planned Parenthood was 
founded in 1916 with the 

goal of giving women 
information and care to live 

strong, healthy lives.  
 

Read about the League’s 
involvement with the 

organization, and why we 
remain steadfast 

supporters of a woman’s 
right to choose. 

https://www.plannedparent
hood.org/about-us/who-we-

are/our-history 
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Utah Children. Important themes of this discussion were the 
interconnectedness of women’s policy issues and the power stories 
have to change people’s minds about issues. We will be working on 
and/or watching for bills on child care incentives, proper funding of the 
county jail system (so they do not need to contract with ICE), Extreme 
Risk Protection Orders (a.k.a. Red Flag Law), affordable housing 
initiatives, and the Equal Rights Amendment.  

The audience was asked to call Sens. Mike Lee and Mitt Romney about 
the Reauthorization of the Violence Against Women Act (VAWA), which 
has been ignored by the United States Senate. You may find out more 
about VAWA and what the national league is doing to support it at 
lwv.org. (If you do not receive news and alerts from the national league, 
please go to lwv.org and sign up to receive those.) 

Access to comprehensive health care 

The final thematic panel of the conference was on access to 
comprehensive health care for all Utah women and families. Barb 
Munoz, program director at Utah Academy of Family Physicians 
moderated the panel consisting of: Courtney Bullard, education and 
collaborations director at Utah Health Policy Project; State Rep. Jen 
Daily-Provost; Michelle Debbink, M.D., Ph.D., maternal fetal medicine 
fellow at the University of Utah; and State Rep. Jim Dunnigan. Important 
themes of this discussion were whole life course care (i.e., toxins, 
trauma, care, and nutrition you receive affect you throughout your life), 
the way health care funding is allocated determines outcomes for 
communities, and the importance of eliminating biases in health care so 
people will take advantage of available care resources.  

Importantly, Dunnigan has invested an immense amount of time and 
effort in making health care accessible and affordable to Utahns. He 
acknowledges that people think he is a “bad guys” because he 
sponsored SB 96 in the House, but he did so to ensure the fallback 
option (HB210, which the league advocated for) would be added to the 
bill before it passed. The league will be working on or following bills on 
reproductive health care, any kind of Medicaid expansion, mental health 
care initiatives, and surprise medical billing. 

House Rep. Lowry Snow was awarded YWCA 
Public Official of the Year Award at a luncheon 
in his honor on the last day of the conference. 
He has done significant work in the areas of 
early childhood education, juvenile justice 
reform, and protections for victims of domestic 
violence in the state of Utah.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

She is Me Campaign 
Coming to Utah 

 
The League of Women 

Voters is honoring 
Women's Equality Day by 
bridging the gap between 
our legacy and our destiny 

with She Is Me, a 
League-wide celebration of 

voting reformers from 
various backgrounds and 

experiences.  
Together, our collective 

efforts can create a more 
perfect democracy. 

 
Watch for the Utah 

leagues’ participation in 
this exciting and important 

initiative.  
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The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan political organization 
that encourages informed and active participation in government. 

 




