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League to Grow, Change with Diversity, Equity, Inclusion 
 

 
A group of woman suffrage leaders met in Salt Lake City in May 1895 to discuss issues concerning 

women’s rights. Image courtesy of the Utah State Historical Society. 
 

by Kathy Biele, LWVSL President 
As the League of Women Voters enters our 99th year, it’s a good time to 
reflect on where we’ve been and where we will be headed by the century 
mark. The League began as a “mighty political experiment” founded by 
Carrie Chapman Catt in 1920 during the National American Woman 
Suffrage Association convention, which was held just six months before the 
ratification of the 19th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. That gave 
women the right to vote after a 72-year struggle. 

We seldom think about the 72 years that preceded the 19th Amendment, 
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but it must have been a time of great frustration amid the 
disenfranchisement of women. Still, we must acknowledge that the 
movement was not always pure of heart. Those were different times with 
different societal pressures.  

You may not know of Utah’s deep commitment to voting rights for women 
when an early polygamist wife, Emmeline Wells, waged a successful 
campaign with the Mormon legislature in 1870, only to have that right 
stripped by the U.S. Congress in an effort to force Utah to abandon 
polygamy. 

The League is considered part of the First Wave of Feminism which 
culminated in the 19th amendment. But “the debate over the Fifteenth 
Amendment which outlined who could vote in the United States eventually 
led the abolitionists and suffragettes to diverge,” according to Fem 
Magazine. “In fact, the suffragettes created the separate National American 
Woman Suffrage Association in 1890. Their basic argument was that they 
didn’t want ‘inferior’ Black men to ‘rule over’ white women. Susan B. 
Anthony famously and crudely said, ‘I will cut off this right arm of mine 
before I will ever work or demand the ballot for the Negro and not the 
woman.’” 

We can be thankful that part of our history is past as we move into an era of 
DEI (diversity, equity and inclusion). The national League is calling on us to 
make this happen. If it does not, we risk watching the League shrink in size 
and influence.  

The League has become an important voice on major public policy issues 
such as water, air, social policy, economic justice and even foreign 
relations. In the 1970s, the League began its effort to see a national Equal 
Rights Amendment become reality. While some believe that effort failed, 
our most recent national convention approved a resolution to move it 
forward. There is precedent to having the filing deadline extended, and only 
one more state is needed to see the E.R.A. through. You can read the 
rationale here. 

The Salt Lake League will be conducting its March unit meetings around 
the question of the E.R.A., and we have prepared a short video which we 
are happy to share. It features longtime League activists Irene Fisher and 
Gigi Brandt, both of whom participated in the effort.  

The League is yours and its future is up to each one of you.  
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League of Women’s Voters Celebrates 99th Anniversary 
 
by Catherine Weller, LWVUT Co-President 
The League of Women Voters celebrated its 99th anniversary in one of the 
most fitting ways possible, an educational presentation. As is custom, we 
departed from the traditional Legislative Action Committee lunch format for 
conversation and cake. The education component was provided by Mallory 
Bateman, State Data Center Coordinator and research analyst for the Kem 
C. Gardner Policy Institute, and secretary for the state League, gave an 
informative and entertaining talk about the 2020 Census. She discussed 
the Census in history, including information she found about a Utah woman 
who collected information for the U.S. Census in the late 1800s. She also 
talked about how the census is used, including genealogical and business 
research; the planning process for each census; and what’s happening with 
the 2020 Census. She pointed us to this video, one of the many census 
resources on the Gardner Institute website. One of my favorite takeaways 
from Ms. Bateman’s talk is this: the Census is not something the 
government does to you; it’s something the government does for you. 

 

National Women’s History Museum Shows Women as Force 
 
by Judi Short, LWVSL Unit Leader 
Founded in 1996, NWHM is a nonpartisan, nonprofit 501(c)(3) educational 
institution dedicated to preserving, interpreting, and celebrating the diverse 
contributions women have made to society. As stated on their website, “Our 
mission is to tell the stories of women who transformed our nation. We will 
do that through a growing state-of-the-art online presence and a future 
physical museum to educate, inspire, empower, shape the future, and 
provide a complete view of American history.” 

The organization is located in Alexandria, VA. Their goal is to Celebrate the 
19th Amendment Centennial in a place of their own on August 18, 2020. 
They would like to build on or near National Mall in Washington, D.C. and 
depend on the passage of legislation to make the museum a reality. 

Annually, the NWHM gives out Women Making History Awards, similar to 
the League’s “Making Democracy Work” Awards. I joined some years ago 
as a Charter Member, and have been donating along the way. This is a 
fabulous way to learn about Women’s History: They have a great brochure 
they send out regularly, and a weekly newsletter. 

Check it out! You can join, sign up for the newsletter, donate regularly or 
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just once, and learn about what a tremendous force women have been in 
the history of this country. The National Women’s History Museum gives us 
an opportunity to capture this, all in the same place. 

 

Advocate Now for ‘For the People Act’ 
 

by Catherine Weller, LWVUT Co-President 
The League of Women Voters has long worked to ensure elections in the 
United States are free, fair, and accessible to all eligible voters. Throughout 
the years we have advocated for expanding voter registration systems, 
campaign finance reform, and elimination of partisan redistricting. More 
recently we have supported full restoration of the Voting Rights Act, 
modified in 2013 by the U.S. Supreme Court, and modernization of election 
systems. The first piece of legislation, introduced in the 116th U.S. 
Congress, is a resolution calling for sweeping reforms to our voting and 
electoral systems, HR1 - For the People Act. Representatives from the 
national League assisted in the drafting of the resolution and now the 
League needs the help of all League members to move the resolution 
through the US House. 

HR1-For the People Act can be broken down into four key areas of League 
interest: removal of barriers  to voting by providing for same-day voter 
registration, opt-out automatic voter registration, and an online voter 
registration system for eligible voters; restoration of the Voting Rights 
Act  to remove obstacles such as reduced polling places that create long 
lines and voter identification laws that prevent eligible voters from casting 
their ballots; independent redistricting  commissions that are citizen-led; 
campaign finance reforms  such as creating a matching pool for small 
contributions to presidential candidates and closing legal loopholes that 
allow dark money to flood our system.  

I don’t have to tell you the political sphere is a noisy one. There are all 
kinds of issues that need our attention and politicians who ask for it. This 
means good policy can go undiscussed and unconsidered by too many 
people. Don’t let that be the fate of the For the People Act. Public education 
and advocacy are needed and they’re needed right now. Please contact 
your representatives to tell them you support the For the People Act and 
why. Talk with your friends, family, and neighbors about the For the People 
Act and ask them to do the same. Online resources to help you advocate 
for this bill and voting reform are listed in the sidebar, to the right. 
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2019 Legislators Aren't Wasting Time; Neither is LWV 
 
by Emily Walsh, Legislative Action Committee Director 
Thank you for responding to Action Alerts and to the Bills of Interest emails. 
We may not be getting exactly what we want in some cases (Proposition 3), 
but we are having an impact on the process (fourth amendment to SB96). 
This is a good thing. Please, continue to respond to these emails in the 
coming weeks since legislative antics on the Hill increase as we approach 
the end of the session. 

We continue to have great Legislative Lunches on Wednesdays at 11:30 in 
the Seagull Room of the Senate Building. All are welcome. Please, bring 
your lunch with you or purchase one in the cafeteria. So far we have had a 
number of interesting guests come talk to us about bills and optimal 
strategies. We will continue to have guests come talk to us as we go 
through the remainder of the session. 

We still have a number of fights ahead of us and as the Utah League 
Co-president Catherine Weller has stated, we are “in it for the long haul.” 
The League is tracking 111 bills and is working to defend the U.S. 
Constitution from an Article V Constitutional Convention. (I hope you have 
read the email regarding this Action Alert.) We expect there to be action 
against Proposition 4 and the ballot initiative process mid- to late-session. 
Defending the ballot initiative process will be problematic for the League 
because we have no official position on the process itself. I have listed 
initiative and referendum bills on our bill tracker so that you may follow 
them and lobby for or against them on your own. Given the time and energy 
League members invested in the ballot initiative process last year, I highly 
recommend that the League study ballot initiatives. 

If you would like to join the Legislative Action Google Group to participate in 
observing or to get reports on all of the committees we observe call the 
LWVUT office at (801) 272-8683 to speak with Trixi, the office manager, or 
email Emily Walsh at actioncorps@lwvutah.org. 

 

HB 304 Supports Carbon Pricing 
 

by Carole Straughn, LWVSL Climate Action Team Chair 
Why does climate stand out as a League issue when our core mission is 
defending democracy and empowering voters? I’ve heard more than one of 
our longtime members explain that if we don’t stop climate change, it will 
destroy everything else we care about—democracy, social justice and the 

 
 

LWVUT Legacy 
Campaign Grows 

 
We are pleased to add the 
name of Judi Short to our 
Legacy Campaign Honor 
Roll. She recently let us 

know the League of 
Women Voters of Utah 

has long been in her will.  
 

Whether you have just 
changed your will to 

include the LWVUT or you 
long ago added us, please 

let us know so we can 
acknowledge your 

generosity. By adding your 
name, you will be 

encouraging others to do 
likewise.  

- Kathryn Fitzgerald,  
LWVUT Development Director 
 
 

Legacy Campaign 
Honor Roll 

 

Janice Miller 
Sharon Walkington 

Judi Short 
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well-being of all. 

Why does carbon pricing stand out as the keystone of all we try to do for 
climate stability? The LWVUS Climate Change Task Force makes the case 
that carbon pricing is the simplest, most powerful way to solve the colossal 
market failure that enables humanity to keep burning fossil fuels when CO2 
emissions are destroying our only home. So last summer the National 
League overwhelmingly passed a Resolution stating: 

"The League of Women Voters stands united with, and in support of, efforts 
to price carbon emissions, whether cap-and-trade, carbon tax/fee, or 
another viable pricing mechanism. The League does not have a position on 
how the revenue generated is to be used.  

"We do not espouse any single method of pricing carbon over another. We 
will evaluate all proposed methods based on their effectiveness to abate 
emissions and whether the method can be successfully implemented.” 

At the 2018 Convention, leagues were encouraged to work with allies in 
their own states and localities to enact carbon pricing wherever common 
ground could be found on a carbon pricing strategy. 

The Utah League is doing just that, by partnering with Climate Utah, a 
statewide network supporting carbon pricing, to support HB 304 - Fossil 
Fuel Tax Amendments. This bill is being run in the the Utah Legislature by 
Rep. Joel Briscoe, D-Salt Lake, during this session. The bill has gone to the 
Rules Committee and awaits a fiscal note and legal analysis. Since Rep. 
Briscoe himself is on the Rules Committee and is prioritizing HB 304, 
chances are good that it will be sent to a standing committee in a few days 
where the bipartisan discussion can begin. 

The LWVUT Legislative Action Committee listed HB 304 with the bills they 
are supporting this session. LAC members are watching to see which of 
three likely standing committees will receive the Fossil Fuel Tax bill. 

Rep. Briscoe says he realizes that passing a carbon tax will involve a 
multi-year process: Just getting the bill to a standing committee was his 
goal for this year. This is the third time he has run a carbon tax bill. Rep. 
Briscoe is talking with several Republican House members who might 
consider co-sponsoring HB 304. 

League members in Republican districts can help by reaching out as 
constituents to their own House representative and asking their 
representatives to work on clean air and/or climate solutions. As always, we 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Hinckley Forums 
are held in the old College 

of Law Building, 332 
South 1400 East, Bldg. 73 

Room 101, in the Moot 
Courtroom, at the 

University of Utah. All 
forums are free and open 

to the public and are 
sponsored by the Hinckley 

Institute of Politics and 
The Sam Rich Program in 

International Politics. 
http://www.hinckley.utah.edu/ca

lendar/ 
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are speaking for ourselves, not the League unless designated to do so by a 
League president. 

 
League Investigates Repeal of Second Amendment 

 
by Kathy Biele, LWVSL President 
Prohibition was repealed, so why not the Second Amendment? Well, it’s 

complicated, as you can 
imagine. Not the least of the 
questions centers around a 
Constitutional Convention. 
The Utah Legislature is 
considering a joint 
resolution, which the League 
opposed, to convene one. 

The League of Women 
Voters of Salt Lake held a 

general meeting on this question in February. University of Utah Law 
Professor Wayne McCormack led the discussion around the various and 
often conflicting Supreme Court cases. He referenced decisions that came 
from a KKK confrontation, the states’ prohibition of unofficial militias and of 
course, the Chicago mafia.  

Only recently has the Supreme Court ruled on the controversial right to 
bear arms and, interestingly, the late Justice Anthony Scalia noted that right 
to self defense and individual gun ownership is not unlimited.  

Nancy Farrar Helton of Gun 
Violence Prevention Center 
and Terry Gilfillen of Moms 
Demand Action, both 
monitoring Utah legislation, 
were also available to 
answer questions from the 
audience of more than 30.  

For more on the history of 
the amendment, check out 
the Second Amendment Explained: http://bit.ly/2tp5UzR. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

LWVUS Seeks to 
Staunch Gun 

Violence  
 

The League of Women 
Voters asked the Senate 
last year to take action to 

reduce gun violence.  
 

“The League believes it is 
time for Congress to adopt 

legislation that will close 
the gun show loophole, 
increase penalties for 

straw purchases of guns, 
ban assault weapons, 

place limits on high 
capacity ammunition 

magazine size, and fund 
research and reporting on 
gun violence in America.”  
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Cottages of Hope Teaches Financial Skills 
 
by Susan Skordos, Weber LVW 
The Weber County League of Women Voters presented an informational 
meeting and tour of the Cottages of Hope on Monday, February 11. Our 
presenter was the director, Jeremy Botelho. The goal of the organization is 
to help people attain financial stability, utilizing the “if you teach a person to 
fish” concept rather than offering only handouts. Financial counseling helps 
people prioritize budget items, getting rid of unnecessary expenses. 

Cottages of Hope is funded primarily through grants and private donations. 
“Cottages” uses a SparkPoint Center (which is modeled after a concept in 
San Francisco) to guide patrons to areas of assistance that they need, with 
the focus on efficiency and 
effectiveness. 

Patrons can get assistance 
with employment searches, 
budgeting, credit scoring, and 
income tax preparation. The 
organization is not engaged in 
social services, but focuses on 
helping people to become 
financially self-sufficient. They 
do refer individuals to other 
organizations in the SparkPoint Center for other types of help. The hope is 
to have services needed by participating members available within the 
same facility resulting in immediate support. 

Cottages of Hope began in 2008, and a tour of the facility demonstrated its 
continued growth as it aids a population that desperately needs the 
services it offers.  

 
 
Listservs Provide Important Information, Build Community  

 
by Ann O'Connell, LWVSL Natural Resources Chair 
The League uses Google Groups or, to use an old-fashioned term, 
listserve, for communication among members with a particular interest or 
cause. All members can contribute to a group. I will describe three of them, 
how you might use them, and how to join. 

The Legislative Action Committee group members report on the Legislature 
during the session, the monthly interim committee meetings, and whenever 
a legislative issue pops up. The members write short reports on committee 
hearings and bills. Emails proliferate during the January-March session - 
sometimes an irritant, but the information is invaluable and addictive. These 

 
 

Get to Know Us  
in Small Bites 

 
Sometimes we get 

overwhelmed by all that 
the League of Women 

Voters does. Where do we 
fit in and how?  

 
Our unit discussion 

meetings are just the 
place to get to know the 

League, its members and 
its action plans. These are 

small-group meetings 
throughout the county that 
focus on a current issue of 

interest to the League.  
 

Check out any of the unit 
meetings scheduled by 
the League of Women 

Voters of Salt Lake, and 
let us know if you’d like a 
small-group meeting in 

your neighborhood.  
 

March meetings will look 
at the Equal Rights 
Amendment, what it 

means to us and where 
it’s going now. Join us and 
find the location for you on 

our website.  
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discussions and reports are limited to state legislative matters. 

The Natural Resources group members use the Google group to pass on 
information about environmental matters. We mostly discuss local and state 
affairs, relying on common-sense limits to subject matter. Members do pass 
on appropriate information and alerts from other organizations and 
sometimes express opinions that do not align with League positions, which 
is part of the fun. 

The League Inland Port group is new and will focus on the proposed 
industrial development in the Northwest Quadrant of Salt Lake City, the 
League’s participation in the Coalition for Port Reform, and the League’s 
participation in the Envision Utah public opinion-gathering process. The 
League will be involved in Inland Port developments for many years to 
come. There is a proliferation of meetings to cover, events to observe, and 
developments to watch. Members will need to be alert and resourceful to 
keep us all informed of what needs to be done and where we need to be. It 
is a daunting task. Meantime, consider taking the Port Authority’s survey. 

The League asks members of Google Groups to remain nonpartisan and to 
refrain from forwarding any of the discussions or materials sent to the 
group. Most often we are simply passing on information, but we do engage 
in policy discussions and give personal interpretations of events that are 
intended only for members of the discussion group and may not match 
League policies and positions. Discretion is required. 

● To join the Legislative Action Committee and/or the Natural 
Resources groups contact the League office office@lwvutah.org. 

● To join the join the Inland Port Group contact Ann O’Connell 
natural-resources@lwvsl.org. 

 

Meet The Voter’s New Co-Editor 
 

Eleanor Sundwall has lived all over the country, 
with her formative years spent in the 
Washington, D.C. area. She has degrees in 
Chemistry and Biochemistry and puts her 
interest in systems to good use as the PTA 
president at her daughters’ elementary school 
in Holladay. She is motivated to be more active 
in her own - and others’ - political participation 
by her concern for the future world being 
created by adults for today’s children. 

 
 
 
LWVUS Speaks Out 
on Emergency Order 
 

"By declaring a state of 
emergency, the president 

abuses his national 
emergency powers and 

undermines 
Congressional 

authority—all for a 
wasteful, ineffectual 

border wall that will not 
make our nation safer.” 

 
Read the entire statement 

here.  
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Thanks to the Girl Scouts 
of Utah for their generous 
in-kind donations to the 

League of Women Voters 
of Utah and the League of 

Women Voters of Salt 
Lake. 
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The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan political organization 
that encourages informed and active participation in government. 

 




