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New League Year Promises Challenges and Opportunities  
By Catherine Weller, LWVUT Co-President 
The year 2020 is certainly one for the 
history books. We began it with the 
legislative session and a sharp focus on 
the Independent Redistricting 
Commission created when Proposition 4 
passed, as well as with our 100 th 
anniversary and its celebrations. Now 
we’re in the middle of the calendar year 
and at the end of the League year in a 
world that looks very different, very 
electronic. 

 
The first LWV Utah virtual convention 

was held this year on Saturday, May 2. Members from local Leagues — 
33 delegates in all — connected to discuss and approve the state 
League program, budget and incoming board. We utilized a compressed 
timeline to prevent online meeting fatigue and formulated rules for the 
electronic convention, which were adopted. I must admit I had some 
trepidation about how a virtual convention would work. It went 
swimmingly, aside from missing the magic that can come from getting 
informed, impassioned people together in a room to discuss important 
issues. There is room for improvement, most notably enabling informal 
caucusing. However, opinions were offered, issues discussed, decisions 
made. I thank all the delegates for your commitment to making a virtual 
convention work. I’d especially like to thank convention Parliamentarian 
and League Office Consultant Peggy Carrico for seamlessly running the 
technical side convention.  
 
The program approved by this year’s delegates comprises 13 priorities 
and seven items to monitor. You’ll read more about the program, along 
with this year’s approved studies, in the article by our VP of Program, 
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Nickie Nelson. The board proposed budget was approved with no 
modifications.  
 
The 2020-2021 board is composed of Vickie Samuelson and Catherine 
Weller, co-presidents; Nickie Nelson, vice president of program; Julie 
DeLong, vice president of local leagues; Sally Aulakh, treasurer; Mallory 
Bateman, secretary; Shelly Jackson, voter services director; Emily 
Walsh, legislative action director; Kathy Biele, communications director; 
Angelina Beitia, development director; Carole Straughn, natural 
resources director. I am thrilled by the slate of talented women who will 
serve the League with me this year.  
 
The state League board will begin the new League year with a virtual 
board retreat in July. At that time, we’ll review and update the strategic 
plan, discuss the instructions to the board from convention, and 
formulate how the League of Women Voters will continue to do its work 
in not just an election year, but a year in which established procedures 
and expectations will continue to be upended. Changes in election laws, 
how the Legislature will conduct its meetings, and the 2020 election 
cycle itself make our mission of Empowering Voters and Defending 
Democracy more important now than ever. The LWV of Utah board of 
directors, our local Leagues, and our informed, impassioned members 
will ensure work in the new League year will be meaningful and have 
impact throughout Utah. Our foremothers worked for suffrage through 
the flu pandemic of 1918. We can and will work through this pandemic 
as well. 

 

League-Approved Program for 2020-2021 
  
By Nickie Nelson, LWVUT Vice President of Program 
 
The Approved Program for 2020-2021 is: 
 
1. Support the LWVUS Campaign for Making Democracy Work. 

a. Protect and advance voting rights and election reform. 
b. Fight voter suppression. 
 

2. Monitor and participate in the state redistricting commission as 
provided for in 2020 SB200. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Local League  
Presidents 

 
 

Davis County 
Nickie Nelson 

davispresident@lwvutah.org 

 
Grand County 
Carey Dabney, 

grandpresident@lwvutah.org 
 

Salt Lake 
Kathy Biele 

president@lwvsl.org 
 

Weber County 
Terri McCulloch 

weberpresident@lwvutah.org 
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a. Assist in preparing a redistricting manual for the state 
commission and local communities. 

 
3. Promote transparency in government. 
 
4. Promote League positions at the state legislature and to our federal 

senators and representatives. 
 
5. Continue advocacy for the ERA. 
 
6. Support Vote 411. 
 
7. Promote a tax system that is fair, transparent, adequate, and 

flexible. 
 
8. Promote equitable access to assistance measures at the state 

level. Ensure assistance efforts meet the guidelines found on 
pp.73-74 & 89 of the League of Women Voters of the United States 
Impact on Issues 2018-2020 . 

 
9. Promote policies to expand the supply of affordable, quality child 

care for all who need it in order to increase access to employment 
and prevent/reduce poverty. 

 
10. Promote proper funding of an equitable quality public education at 

the state level. Ensure access to high quality teaching, current 
learning materials, access to health care needs and nutritionally 
adequate food in Public Education.  

 
11. Promote a sustainable lifestyle to preserve a Utah environment 

beneficial to life, emphasizing air quality, energy issues, 
transportation, public land, water, seismic issues and climate 
change. 

 
12. Monitor and promote justice reinvestment including sentencing 

reform, drug courts to reduce incarceration rates, programs to 
prepare inmates to successfully return to society, expanding mental 
health treatment and parole reform. 

 
13. Promote social and economic justice, secure equal rights for all, 

and combat discrimination and poverty. 
 
Monitor as Needed: 

1. Monitor Utah’s election laws to ensure election integrity. 
2. Monitor campaign finance laws, focusing on state campaign 

contribution limits. 
3. Monitor processes for selecting candidates for state offices. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Utah League 

 
Co-Presidents 

Vickie Samuelson 
& Catherine Weller 

presidents@lwvutah.org 
 

Executive Director 
Emeritus 

Sandy Peck 
sandypeck@xmission.com 

 
Voter Editors 

Charles R. Bernard 
Erin Franey 

thevoter@lwvutah.org 
 

Office Consultant 
Peggy Carrico 

office@lwvutah.org 
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4. Monitor processes for selecting federal senators and 
representatives when office holders leave office. 

5. Monitor Utah’s citizen initiative process. 
6. Monitor the Utah Boards and Commissions work in the 

Legislature. 
7. Promote community awareness of health care with focus on 

Medicaid expansion. 

https://www.lwvutah.org/donations 

 

Introducing the Latest Study by the LWVUT: 
Utah’s Transition to Clean Energy 

 
By Norma Wills, Chair, Transition to Clear Energy Study 
I am pleased to report the approval of the Transition to Clean Energy 
Study by the LWVUT board on Tuesday, May 12, 2020. The purpose of 
the study is to educate our members about the urgency of reducing 
fossil-fuel consumption and providing them with information to advocate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Salt Lake County 
Elections Coming Up! 
 

The Primaries are 
scheduled for Tuesday, 

June 20, and the League of 
Women Voters wants to 
have information on the 
candidates ready to help 

you make informed 
decisions.  

 
Check here to view all the 
candidates who will appear 
on the ballot. Do you have 

some ideas about what 
questions you’d like them 

to answer?. If you can help 
us, email our Voter 

Services Chair Jane 
Harrison at jane@lwvsl.org . 
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for clean energy with elected representatives. One intent is to 
encourage discussion among members in unit meetings or a general 
meeting to identify effective ways to promote clean energy. 
 
There are two versions of the study posted on the League’s website 
study page. One is the in-depth report  for those who want to explore 
various topics in detail; the other is an abridged version  providing a 
broad overview. The study explores why a transition is necessary, what 
efforts are currently underway, and what the future may bring. It 
highlights actions by the Utah Legislature and programs designed to 
expand and diversify rural job opportunities, an important component in 
transitioning away from fossil fuel extraction-based economies.  
 
I would like to thank my fellow members of the study committee who 
worked so diligently on the project, Naomi Franklin, Anders Hart, Ann 
Johnson, Helen Moser, Carole Straughn, and Nancy Wingelaar. Margie 
McCloy skillfully served as editor and Nickie Nelson provided continuing 
support throughout the process. The committee welcomes your 
feedback as we work to speed the transition to clean energy. 
 

 
 

2020 LWVUS National Convention to be Virtual 
 

By Catherine G Weller, LWVUT 
Co-President 
The 2020 LWVUS Convention 
has been moved to a virtual 
convention that will take place 
Thursday-Saturday, June 
25-27. Meeting times vary by 
date but are generally in the 
afternoon in our time zone. 
Local League delegates will 
need to register for the virtual 

convention  on its home page . The cost is $50. Also on the virtual 
convention home page is a Schedule at a Glance, registration for a 
pre-convention webinar, and convention work materials. Registration 
fees for the previously scheduled convention in Washington, D.C., are 
being refunded. 
 
The LWVUS will be hosting preconvention webinars to help delegates 
prepare. Additionally, preconvention virtual caucuses  will be offered 
Monday-Wednesday, June 22-24. National is currently exploring ways to 
enable observers to attend the national convention. That has not been 
determined yet. 
 
Running a virtual convention is a big change for the League. The move 
to a virtual convention was not an easy one for the LWVUS board and 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How the Census 
Might Impact 
Redistricting 

A delay in receiving census 
data will impact redistricting in 
most states and, in many, will 
require changes to deadlines 
and processes set by state 
law. Read more from the 

Brennan Center for Justice. 
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staff. As with our state League convention, the national League counts 
on the energy provided by networking League members, caucuses, and 
vigorous debate to approve its proposed work. The fact the LWVUS 
convention bylaws, budgets, and program are formulated biannually 
makes the work of the convention doubly important. If you are an 
approved delegate from a local League and cannot attend the virtual 
convention or if you do not desire to do so, please inform your local 
League president as soon as possible so a replacement delegate can 
be found.  
 
As I stated in my letter about the Utah League convention, the League’s 
work in a rapidly changing civic space is essential. Elections, voting 
rights, redistricting, transparency in government, issues-based 
advocacy — LWVUS is watching those issues at a national level and 
helping us do that at state and local levels. Feedback and participation 
of delegates from across the nation is crucial to getting the work done. 
It’s going to be different and it may be hard. But as Rosie the Riveter 
asserted, We Can Do It. 

 

Legislature to Meet Virtually in Special Sessions, Interim 
  
By Emily Walsh, Legislative Action 
Director 
The Legislature met in its first 
ever virtual special session on 
Wednesday, April 15. They 
passed 16 bills during a 
special session they called 
themselves and four more bills 
in a special session the 
governor called. All but two of 
the bills passed were related to 

the pandemic. The League supported two of the bills, had two bills on 
“watch” and opposed none of the bills. The League of Women Voters of 
Utah’s 2020 Special Session Bill Tracker can be found at 
https://www.lwvutah.org/legislative-action-committee .  
  
At this time all Legislative meetings are virtual and public comment is all 
online. You may listen to any public meeting online at the Legislature’s 
website, le.utah.gov . You may make public comment on an agenda item 
at the committee (or subcommittee) page on the same website. The 
League will be watching these meetings closely. The Legislature 
anticipates being back in the Capitol and meeting in person by Tuesday, 
August 18. 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Vote-by-Mail Appears 
Neutral 

 
Many studies have shown 

the benefits of vote-by-mail, 
a system that Utah 

embraces.  
 

The New York Times  takes 
a look at the pros and cons 
and examines the issues 
surrounding the debate. 

Read more ... 
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You may find League positions on a variety of topics on the Utah 
League Positions  webpage and the LWV United States Impact on 
Issues 2018-2020 document . 
  
If you would like to join the Legislative Action Google Group to 
participate in observing the legislature or to get email reports on the 
committees we observe, call 801-272-8683 or email  office@lwvutah.org .  

 

Are You Ready? June 30 Primary Update 
 

By Shelly Jackson, LWV-UT Voter Services Director 
The June 30 Primary will be different from past elections in Utah. Due to 
legislation passed in a special session to address the COVID-19 situation, 
voters need to be aware of a few important differences. 
 
Voters should make sure that their voter registration is updated no later 
than June 19. Ballots will begin arriving in mailboxes around Monday, 
June 15. Check the state website vote.utah.gov to make sure your party 
address and party affiliation is up to date.. Many counties will not have any 
in-person voting. Those counties that do have Election Day voting will 
have limited locations and Election Day Registration (EDR) is suspended 
for the Primary. 
 
To learn more about your ballot choices and your candidates, visit 
vote411.org/utah . Candidates will post answers to questions asked by the 
state and local leagues.  
 
Be informed and don’t be left out! Verify your voter registration today! 

 

Our Democracy Class - Vote 18 - Needs Your Help 
 
By Marilyn Bown, LWVSL Vote18 Chair 
Please volunteer for two online Zoom sessions this summer for 

Wednesdays June  17 and July 15 by 
contacting marilyn.bown@yahoo.com . After 
you do, dates and times will be organized that 
work for everyone to plan for an invigorating 
fall. We expect to be back in high schools and 
colleges in-person with safety procedures in 
place.  
 
Connecting youth with the importance of voting 
is vital. In May, Jan Brock and I facilitated four 
online Vote 18 classes: two at Rowland Hall 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Hinckley Forums 
 

The Hinckley Institute of 
Politics airs regular forms 
on KCPW 88.3 FM. One 

important forum deals with 
the historical and current 

state of voting rights in the 
United States. This history 
marks the expansion of the 

vote from the few to the 
many through political 
agitation and protest. 

  
You can also listen to a 
forum on our changing 
demographics and the 

2020 Census with League 
member Mallory Bateman. 

  
Listen here. 
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and two with the Columbus Center. It was an interesting way to change 
delivery of information!  
 

 
 

Looking for Work Worth Doing? Try A League Study! 
 
By Nickie Nelson, LWV-UT Vice President, 
Program 
The LWV bases its educational and 
lobbying efforts on positions derived 
from studies done by League 
members. These studies can be 
educational or for consensus (where 
legislative lobbying positions are 
derived from local meeting 

discussions and answers to consensus questions). 
 
You can find previous studies on our website at 
https://www.lwvutah.org/where-we-stand . 
 
Six board-recommended studies and one non-recommended study were 
approved at Convention, and two of them are well underway. Four of them 
need leaders and team members. If you are interested in these topics (see 
below) and would like to lead or participate in studying them as a League 
project, contact Nickie Nelson at nickie.nelson@gmail.com  or 
801-231-7326. 
 
Studies underway are: a) an educational study on Utah’s 30+ abortion 
laws to use for lobbying for the League’s position on abortion; and b) an 
educational study of the federal government’s authority over federal public 
lands, their economic value to the state of Utah, and ramifications to public 
access if federal public lands are transferred to state ownership . 
 
Needing volunteers, other studies approved at convention are: a) a study 
on education funding or information on the constitutional amendment for 
education funding on the November 2020 ballot; b) representational equity 
between rural and urban areas in Utah; c) an educational or consensus 
study on childcare in Utah; d) an update to the 
relocation-of-the-state-prison study, including the role of county jails in 
meeting the shortfall of beds predicted for the new prison; and e) modern 
firearm safety. 

 

Historical Perspective of Constitution in Polarized Society 

Join the University of Utah At-Home Speaker Series, Thursday, May 28 @ 
noon for the free event. The U.S. Constitution is the oldest written national 
constitution still in use today, and on Sept. 17 it will be 233 years old. It 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Felons Can Now Vote 
in Florida 

 
A federal judge in 

Tallahassee ruled … that 
Florida law can’t stop 

felons from voting because 
they can’t pay back any 
legal fees and restitution 

they owe.  
U.S District Judge Robert 

Hinkle called it a 
pay-to-vote system. Read 

more. 
 

Did you know that Utah is 
among 13 other states that 
prevent felons from casting 

al ballot, but reinstate a 
felon’s voting rights once 
he or she completes their 
sentence or are paroled or 

on probation? Also, the 
League of Women Voters 

joined the Florida legal 
action to change the law. 
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was crafted and agreed upon by men who, together with their constituents, 
were politically polarized and who, in many cases, did not like each other 
very much. Learn more about this polarization by registering here . 

 

Eight Falsehoods Could Undermine 2020 Election 
 
By Gigi Brandt, LWV-UT Redistricting & Money In Politics Adviser 
We know that there are many social media groups, foreign and domestic, 
that are trying to make the 2020 election campaign chaotic, leading to 
distrust in our institutions and election results. The Brennan Center 
recently published a report on eight lies, misconceptions and false 
arguments which they think voters will deal with in the 2020 election. 

 
1. “Voter fraud” is rampant. 
 
2. Non-citizens are voting in droves. 
 
3. The voting machines malfunctioned — they were clearly rigged. 
 
4. Something is fishy — the results are taking too long. 
 
5. That's not what the Election Night predictions said. 
 
6. Recounts, audits, and election contests are ways to steal an election. 
 
7. People can’t help people vote. 
 
8. We need more aggressive purges to clear out all the ineligible voters. 
 
To learn more about these falsehoods and misconceptions and to 
challenge them when you hear or see them, please visit the Brennan 
Center for Justice website. 

 

Our League is Working Virtually 
By Kathy Biele, LWVSL president 
All of our leagues have been affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, but that 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Thanks to the Girl Scouts 
of Utah for their generous 
in-kind donations to the 

League of Women Voters 
of Utah and the League of 

Women Voters of Salt 
Lake.  
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hasn’t stopped us moving forward.Our mission to defend democracy and 
empower voters is more important now than ever. We have conducted our 
state convention and various program planning meetings via Zoom (see 
below). We will be continuing with our Salt Lake Annual meeting and more 
to come. Please plan to engage with us on this new, exciting 
communication tool. A link in the sidebar to the right will take you through 
our program planning session.  

 
 

 
Tale of Two Pipelines for Desert Cities 

 
By Kyle Roerink and Steve Erickson for the Salt Lake Tribune 
“Nevadans and Utahns won a major economic and environmental victory 
in mid-April that will help protect air quality along the Wasatch Front and 
the Great Basin’s fragile water supply — including Great Salt Lake. 
 
“After weeks of deliberation, the Southern Nevada Water Authority 
declined to appeal  a resounding rejection of its Las Vegas pipeline project 
by a Nevada District Court — essentially ending the 14-year legal fight 
over water applications in Nevada’s Spring, Cave, Dry Lake and Delamar 
Valleys (Spring Valley’s water ultimately flows into Great Salt Lake). 
 
“Since the project’s inception in 1989, opponents have known what the 
judge affirmed: The there [sic ] is no surplus water for export.” 
 
To read the article in its entirety, click here.  
 
The League of Women Voters of Salt Lake Natural Resources Committee 
has been actively engaged in this issue.  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Check out LWVSL 
Program Planning 

Meeting 
 

Share recording with 
viewers: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/re
c/share/vu8qN7TO8mBLW
dL39VHPRbV4RarZT6a8g
yMX_aEKz0tL08jHkhdF1gx

BDabvlo-R  
Password: 8C=?vg=@  
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