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What Will You Do for Democracy in 2021? 
 

By Catherine Weller, LWV-UT Co-President 
I believe most Americans think voting is a civic 
duty. Certainly League members do. Alas, many 
Americans believe participation in their 
government ends with casting a ballot. 
However, voting is only the first step in 
democratic participation. 
 
Our elected leaders and policy makers need to 
and should hear from constituents. They create 
legislation and guidelines for the regulations and 
laws that govern us - from determining the rights 
of individuals to how corporate and citizen 

interests are balanced. Determining the obligations of government to its 
citizens and how governments will meet those obligations are 
cornerstones of civil society. It is vital that officials receive feedback from 
individuals, not just lobbyists and civic organizations—including the 
League. They need to hear from YOU. 
 
In early December, Vickie Samuelson and I sent an alert encouraging 
League members to contact their elected officials and build relationships 
with them. If you didn’t see the alert, you can find it here. It’s a good way 
to take another step in democratic participation.  
 
Here are more. 
 
The League is a ready resource for many ways to make your voice heard 
in our democracy. Every year the Legislative Action Committee (LAC) 
observes and reports on hearings and legislation during the General and 
Interim Legislative Sessions. You can find more information about the LAC 
including our priorities and instructional materials on our website. In this 
issue of the Voter you’ll find information from our LAC Director Emily 
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Walsh about our priorities for the 2021 General Session. If you’d like to 
join the LAC, email actioncorps@lwvutah.org. 
 
One of the cornerstones of League work is the Study. It is not only how we 
educate ourselves about issues, but how we reach the positions that allow 
the League to act on issues. I encourage you to visit the Studies page on 
our website to see two exemplary studies completed this year, the 
Transfer of Public Lands study and the Transition to Clean Energy study, 
and studies from previous years. Two additional studies, one about the 
Equal Rights Amendment and another about the regulation of abortion in 
Utah, are in process. Local Leagues and units will cover them in future 
meetings.  
 
A study is an excellent way to dive into an issue. They’re proposed and 
voted upon each year at our annual convention. To facilitate the process, 
Vice President of Program Nickie Nelson created a form to propose a 
study that you can find here. Please also watch for calls for study 
volunteers here in the Voter because a study doesn’t happen by itself. 
 
Utah’s local Leagues offer tools and ways to interact with municipal 
governments. To act on the truism, “all politics is local,” contact your local 
League.  
 
League leadership will start the year by taking our own advice. Vickie 
Samuelson and I, along with volunteers from the state board, will call on 
Sen. Mike Lee and Mitt Romney to talk about League issues and build 
relationships. Leadership from each local League will call on a U.S. 
representative to do the same. This is part of a new national initiative, the 
Congressional Interview Program. We’re excited for the opportunity to 
interact with federal officials to further the League’s endeavor to create a 
more perfect democracy. Read future issues of the Utah Voter for reports 
on how our meetings went and for updates on the Legislature, studies, 
and our annual convention in May. 
 
In the meantime, what will you do to help create a more perfect 
democracy? 
 

 
 

Vote411 Helped More Than 75,000 Utahns Vote Informed 
 
By Catherine Weller, LWVUT Co-President 
The 2020 election cycle brought Utah voters many candidates and issues 
to learn about prior to voting. The year’s Voter Guide was again published 
on Vote411.org. The state League began publishing its Voter Guide on 
Vote411 in 2018. At that time we decided to maximize the platform’s 
potential and published a voter guide for the primary as well as the general 

 
 

 
 

Local League  
Presidents 

 
 

Davis County 
Nickie Nelson 

davis@lwvutah.org 

 
Grand County 
Barbara Hicks 

grand@lwvutah.org 
 

Salt Lake 
Jeanine Kuhn-Coker 
president@lwvsl.org 

 
Weber County 
Terri McCulloch 

weber@lwvutah.org 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:actioncorps@lwvutah.org
https://www.lwvutah.org/studies/
https://www.lwvutah.org/studies/transfer-of-public-lands-movement-study-2020
https://www.lwvutah.org/studies/utahs-transition-to-clean-energy-2020
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1y8iyp04JNYMvbiKh_3MqFT5ykVUHAaA7Cfk6kbc1Nro/edit
https://my.lwv.org/sites/default/files/leagues/wysiwyg/Fresno/lwvc_legislative_interview_kit_2019-2020.pdf
https://www.vote411.org/
mailto:davis@lwvutah.org
mailto:grand@lwvutah.org
mailto:president@lwvsl.org
mailto:weber@lwvutah.org


 

 

The Utah Voter - January 2021 3 

election. To my knowledge, no other Utah-based group publishes a voter 
guide to the primaries. This year the state League also posted video 
interviews with gubernatorial candidates and recordings of local League 
candidate forums on Vote411. Our guide was accessed by 44,000 voters 
— from Box Elder County in northern Utah to Washington, Kane and San 
Juan Counties in the south of the state. Another 35,000 users accessed 
Vote411’s information about voter registration and polling places. It is 
significant work and no small expense but the League is proud to provide 
information to voters throughout the state. Our office manager Peggy 
Carrico, and Voter Services director Shelly Jackson deserve kudos for 
helping the state League Empower Voters and Defend Democracy with 
our voter guide. 

 
 

General Session Will Be Online, Our 2021 Priorities  
 
By Emily Walsh, LWVUT Legislative Action 
Director  
The virtual Legislature has been interesting 
to observe, and our members who helped 
watch during interim made it work. The 
following are some things to be aware of as 
we head into the General Session of the 
Utah State Legislature on 
January 19, 2021. 
 

First, thank you to everyone who responded to the Legislative Priority 
survey in November. Keep in mind our top priorities are our representative 
government policy positions (which include redistricting, government 
transparency, voting rights, etc.). According to survey results the top three 
social priorities are health care, meeting basic human needs and 
education. And the top three natural resource priorities are climate 
change, environmental protection and pollution control, and natural 
resource management. 
 
The following Policy Priority statement was proposed to and accepted by 
the League of Women Voters of Utah Board: 
 
Recommended priorities for the 2021 Legislative Session: 
Promote an open governmental system that is representative, accountable 
and responsive. Promote an environment beneficial to life through the 
protection and wise management of natural resources in the public 
interest. Secure equal rights and equal opportunity for all. Promote social 
and economic justice, and the health and safety of all Americans. 
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Second, it was just announced that the Capitol complex will open with 
mask and social distancing requirements and encouragement that Utahns 
participate virtually. You may watch the 2021 General Session online. 
Information on how to watch floor time, listen and participate in committee 
hearings and details about bills may be found at le.utah.org. The 
“Resources” button on the homepage will be your go-to for all of the tools 
you need to follow along during the session. Watch for updated 
information on how to interact with the Legislature during this session on 
our website lwvutah.org. 
 
Third, we hope you saw and acted on the action alert asking you to reach 
out and introduce yourself to your legislators. If you have not done so, now 
is a great time to do so. Remember to speak for yourself and make sure 
you mention you are a constituent. You can find out who your legislators 
are and what their emails are at le.utah.gov. This is a great 
non-confrontational way to let them know they have engaged constituents. 
We are concerned about transparency during these unusual times and we 
are counting on our members to hold their legislators accountable. 
 
Lastly, you need to know where you can find the Legislative Action 
Committee. We are at lwvutah.org, and will be meeting via Zoom on 
Wednesdays during the legislators’ lunch period. More information about 
our Legislative Lunches will be made available as the schedules become 
known. We hope you will be able to join us. To sign up for emails 
regarding committee reports from the Utah Legislature by sending a 
request to actioncorps@lwvutah.org. We will be doing quick Legislative 
Updates on KRCL-FM 90.9’s RadioACTive show. We hope to see you in 
2021! 
 

 
Consider Applying for Redistricting Commission  

 
By Gigi Brandt, LWV-UT 
Redistricting & Money In Politics 
Adviser 
As we await the release of 
the census numbers on 
April 1, our attention is 
turning toward redistricting. 
There will be two bodies 
considering state 
redistricting: The Utah 
Legislature, including a joint 
Senate-House redistricting 
committee, and a 

seven-member Independent Advisory redistricting Commission which 
resulted from the successful passage of Proposition 4 in 2018. Under 
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S.B. 200, the Independent Commission members are to be named by 
February 1, 2021. In addition, the chair of the joint House-Senate 
redistricting committee has been named. Sen. Scott Sandall (R-17) has 
been named chair of the Legislative Committee. 
 
Who appoints the commission members? There are seven members. 

● The chair is appointed by the governor. 
● The Majority Leader in the Senate (Sen. Stuart Adams R-22) 

appoints one. 
● The Minority Leader (Sen. Karen Mayne D-5) in the Senate 

appoints one. 
● The Speaker of the House (Rep. Brad Wilson R-15) appoints one. 
● The House Minority Leader (Rep. Brian King D-28) appoints one. 
● Together the Senate Majority Leader and Speaker of the House 

appoint a politically independent commissioner. 
● Together the Senate Minority Leader and the House Minority 

Leader appoint a politically independent commissioner. 
 
There are further requirements in S.B. 200 that can be found in the 
compromise bill. 
 
Other than requirements outlined in S.B. 200, there is no mention of 
procedure. The California Redistricting Commission members who visited 
Utah last year emphasized that it is crucial to being accepted, the 
commission needs to “look like Utah,” that is that minorities, women, 
geographical areas, etc. be represented among the members. Asking that 
seven members “look like Utah” is not an easy task, but we can hope. 
 
For those who would like to be considered for the commission, an 
Advisory Redistricting Commission application can be found here. Please 
disregard “There are no positions present in this board” at the bottom of 
the page. The “apply” button is in the upper right hand corner. 
 

 
 

Try your Hand at Redistricting Mapmaking 
 

By Gigi Brandt, LWV-UT 
Redistricting & Money In 
Politics Adviser 
 
Tired of board games? Try 
your efforts at developing 
Utah’s congressional 
districts. A variety of free 
redistricting programs are 
or will be available. The 
Utah Legislature will make 
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a tool available soon for redistricting maps for congressional and state offices. I 
have tried two recently. If nothing else, an effort will demonstrate how complex 
redistricting is. 
 
The Utah Foundation has offered one such program at 
utahfoundation.org/redistricting. 
 
I recently tried another application called Dave’s Redistricting Application, 
developed by three computer scientists. 
 
I found it fascinating—one could find data (from 2018) about political affiliation, 
minorities, voting records, etc. These are things that the sophisticated 
map-makers of both parties use in developing maps to create maps favoring their 
party. The League of Women Voters of the U.S. recently provided training to use 
Dave’s Application with the authors. They have made it available to any League 
member, simply click here.  
 
The problem with Utah’s congressional districts is that Salt Lake County’s 
population* is estimated to be 36 percent of Utah’s population — too many 
people for one single congressional district but not large enough for two. The 
Republican Legislature’s solution in 2011 was to divide Salt Lake County into 
districts. 
 
Dave’s also has applications for state legislative districts. 
 
Have fun! 
 
*I used the Gardner Institute's figures—actual 2021 census figures may differ 
because of final census participation. 
 

 
Community Building Through Democracy 

 
By Julie DeLong, LWV-UT Vice President of Local Leagues 
The times that I've been part of building something bigger than myself are 
many of the most satisfying efforts I can recall. Leading the effort to 
organize a community composting fair (yes, composting); leading the effort 
to build a school-based outdoor learning center; helping with gift drives so 
kids in foster care can feel special; or making a difference with a friend in 
need. All the things we do in big and small ways lift others and build 
community. Many times we cannot measure, or even see the outcomes. 
 
Our local leagues are groups of friends united on behalf of democracy and 
building community. They educate, advocate, and make real changes in 
how things are accomplished in our communities. Do you know someone 
in our smaller communities, or where we don't have an organized league? 
I'd love to talk with others who want to "build community" in their town. 
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The people I have been meeting want to effect real change in their 
communities. They are frustrated with the status quo, mostly because of a 
lack of transparency and community involvement. Citizens they know go 
along trusting current leadership, often without question. The people who 
want to be involved with the LWV understand the need and great value of 
our mission. If you know of someone who is interested in organizing on 
behalf of the LWV, please contact me at delong@lwvutah.org. We can 
build community together. 
 

 
 

 
Voter Registration Proves Important As Ever During COVID 
 
By Helen Moser, LWVSL Membership Committee Chair, Voter Registration 
Volunteer 
 

“Never doubt that a small group of thoughtful, 
committed citizens can change the world. 
Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.” 

— Margaret Mead, Social Activist & Cultural Anthropologist 
 
The year 2020 will go down in League history as a year of unprecedented 
challenges as the League strived to successfully deliver on our 100-year 
mission of empowering voters and defending democracy. Combatting an 
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The holiday season can be 
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Davis County? You can 
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Democracy Class. Take 
your time and explore  

with us.  
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environment of polarized politics, active voter suppression tactics and the 
constant strain of COVID-19 on the public psyche created significant 
barriers to our normal registration outreach strategies. 
 
“This fall we had a terrific group of volunteers to help with voter 
registration, which was not easy during this pandemic,” said Janice 
Mosby, director of LWV-SL Voter Services. “We concentrated on college 
students and otherwise marginalized populations in an attempt to create 
interest in the political process and to give people the opportunity to know 
that they are an important part of our democratic process and that their 
vote does count.”  
 
Creativity and flexibility were vitally important as League members 
partnered with community allies to find opportunities to safely engage with 
the public. Venues varied from drive-through vaccine clinics in Glendale, 
food pantries and an affordable housing community in the Salt Lake urban 
core, to a craft brewery in South Salt Lake and the campuses of 
Westminster and SLCC. Where there were barriers to in-person 
registration, we sought alternatives, working with the University of Utah’s 
ASUU team to display LWV “Vote Ready” posters across the campus and 
insert Vote411 flyers in every student VP debate watch packet.  
 
Even more critical though was the passion and perseverance of the over 
50 volunteers who helped. In total, we registered 80 new voters and 
addressed countless questions, ensuring that everyone, whether new or 
already registered, was informed and vote ready.  
 
The impression this experience had on our 
volunteers and the many people they helped 
through this process was inspiring. The SLCC 
facility maintenance person who registered to 
vote for the first time at age 67, the convicted 
felon who wanted to ensure he was registered 
and could cast a ballot, the immigrant from 
Central America who was guided through the 
process in Spanish, and the young homeless 
man who patiently waited for a bus pass and 
food — all left feeling they might finally gain a 
voice in our democracy. We encountered 
SLCC and Westminster students from across 
Utah and the country who were anything but 
apathetic. Passionate about issues and eager to vote, they appreciated 
hearing about the mechanics of mail-in voting and an occasional call 
initiated by a League volunteer to their county’s election office to firm up 
deadlines. 
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Most memorable for several volunteers were the Monday mornings at the 
Crossroads Urban Center. “It was a learning experience for all of us,” said 
Teresa Carlson, who organized the event to coincide with Crossroad’s 
weekly distribution of food, vouchers and transportation passes to 
homeless and immigrant clientele. “We spoke to everyone and tried to 
overcome the barrier of ‘no one cares anyway’ and ‘my vote doesn’t 
count.’” Marilyn Bown will never forget “our delivery hike with a 
Vietnamese mom and two children to help transport food donations to her 
apartment.” 
 
As volunteers, we walk away feeling gratified to have played even a small 
role in engaging and turning out voters in the most consequential election 
our country may have seen and in one of the most challenging of times. 
More Americans voted in the 2020 election — two-thirds of the voting 
eligible population — than in any other in 120 years. Though masked and 
positioned 6 feet apart, we felt like “beacons of hope and positivity.”  
 
The League’s work in defending democracy is never done. Per Domenico 
Montanaro of NPR, “despite record turnout, 80 million Americans stayed 
home" in 2020. Undoubtedly, we’ll be looking to engage a “group of 
thoughtful, committed citizens to change the world” once more in 2022, 
and again in 2024. We invite you to join us! 
 

 
 

League Focuses on Indigenous Women’s Plight 
 

 
 
By Donnie Davis, LWVSL Program Director 
Why is the number of missing Indigenous women so high and why is this 
happening in the Indigenous community? Moroni Benally, public policy 
and advocacy coordinator for Restoring Ancestral Winds, spoke to a 
virtual League for our Holiday Social and Fundraiser on the issue of 
Missing and Murdered Women and Girls of Utah. Here are some 
highlights of his information. 
 
The National Intimate Partner and Sexual Violence Survey (NISVS): 
2010-2012 State Report: “With few exceptions, racial/ethnic minority 
women and men are the greatest burden of victimization of sexual 
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fears with hand sanitizer 

and masks 
 

5) Look for warm clothing, 
blankets, hats, gloves, 

boots, sweaters—anything 
warm 
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violence, stalking and intimate partner violence, making targeted public 
health prevention programming critical.  
 
“Specifically patterns indicate . . . American Indian/Alaska Native . . . 
women and men tend to have elevated prevalence estimates 
compared to other racial/ethnic groups. Racial and ethnic minority 
communities may be exposed to a number of stressors such as low 
income, less access to education, employment, and community resources 
that likely contribute to their risk for experiencing violence.” 
 
Why is this violence happening and why is it happening in Indian Country? 
“Fifty-five-and-a half percent of American Indian and Alaska Native women 
and 43.2 percent of American Indian and Alaska Native men have 
experienced physical violence by an intimate partner. Nineteen percent of 
those who identify as LGBTQI have experienced physical violence in a 
NCVAP 2016 study and 49 percent who identify as transgender have been 
physically attacked in a 2015 NCVAP study. Almost 50 percent of Native 
women have reported stalking in a lifetime and one in five Native men 
have. Psychological aggression is reported by 66 percent of Native 
women from an intimate partner and 73 percent of Native men have 
experienced this aggression in their lifetime. What was surprising was that 
these violent crimes are perpetrated by non-Natives.” 
 
Why is this happening, how can we explain this violence? “We must look 
at history. Settlerism disrupted the Native relationship with land, the 
relationship with the natural world — Mother Earth/Father Sky — and 
severed the ability to use land to provide necessities. Settlerism disrupted 
relations with Indigenous values, erased identity and created a sense of 
loss. This can be compared to the survivors of the Jewish Holocaust and 
has led to historical trauma within the Native community. They experience 
sadness, depression, anger, intrusive thoughts, discomfort, shame, fear, 
and distrust around white people from loss of land, traditional and spiritual 
ways, self-respect, language, family ties, trust from broken treaties, 
culture, and people (through early death).  
 
The trauma just builds and builds and builds. This is very similar to people 
of color and accelerative trauma. Because of the COVID-19 outbreak, 
things that are naturally needed like water, safety, and medical care are 
not available. Indigenous people have higher mortality rates with 
COVID-19 due to lack of services, resulting in acts of violence. 
 
“The violence indigenous women experienced tended to be chronic, 
insidious, and pervasive, creating multiple layers of oppression that 
transcended the bounds of the relationship” (Burnette 2015). The risk 
factors are: trafficking, intimate partner violence, sexual assault and 
stalking leading to missing and murdered indigenous women. There is not 
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a safety net, this becomes shameful and sinful and Native Americans end 
up fighting for coping mechanisms.  
 
Perpetrators know what to look for in vulnerable women. Indigenous 
women and girls make up 14-16 percent of all missing cases in Utah and 
yet they make up only 1 percent of the population here. 
 
In 2019, Rep. Angela Romero initiated the passage of H.C.R. 6, a 
concurrent resolution designating May 5 as Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women, Girls, and LGBT+ Awareness Day in the State of 
Utah. H.B. 116 assigned a Task Force earlier this year with Romero as 
sponsor and signed by the governor. What did the task force accomplish? 
It was delayed by COVID-19, defunded, appointments were delayed 
andexpired on November 30. Now the task force must be extended to 
2023 in a new bill. 
 
Please go to Restoring Ancestral Winds RestoringAWCoalition.org to 
support this important work, or mail a check to RAW, 9075 S. 1300 East, 
Suite #108, Sandy 84094. 

 
 

 
 

The Annual Legislative Forum 
Presented by 

The American Association of University Women and 
The League of Women Voters 
will be held on ZOOM this year 

 
Join us Saturday, January 9, 2021, from 10 to 11:30 a.m 

Click here or on the link below to join the forum 
 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89995337363?pwd=Y254bmY1elFyNkxQS0xYU2Q5T
zRjQT09 

Passcode: 249133 
 

This is an opportunity to ask questions of the panelists. 
Note: Your questions must be submitted by January 1 to: 

terijewell@82gmail.com or jkuhncoker@gmail.com 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Voting Rights 

 
“Voting is a fundamental 

right and all eligible voters 
should have the equal 

opportunity to exercise that 
right. We are dedicated to 
ensuring that our elections 

remain free, fair and 
accessible.” 

—The League of Women 
Voters 
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https://le.utah.gov/~2020/bills/static/HB0116.html
https://lwvutah.us8.list-manage.com/track/click?u=936d7799344001655482dd40f&id=4c0c0e12d9&e=42b6e1dcf1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89995337363?pwd=Y254bmY1elFyNkxQS0xYU2Q5TzRjQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89995337363?pwd=Y254bmY1elFyNkxQS0xYU2Q5TzRjQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89995337363?pwd=Y254bmY1elFyNkxQS0xYU2Q5TzRjQT09
mailto:terijewell@82gmail.com
mailto:jkuhncoker@gmail.com
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Davis Learned from Meet-the-Candidates Forums  
 
Nickie Nelson, President, LWV Davis County 
Yes, you can teach an old League new tricks! 
 
Traditionally, our Davis County League 
held in-person Meet-the-Candidate 
events, trying to group candidates in 
competitive races by geographic area in 
our long, skinny, gerrymandered county. 
That meant two school board candidates 
might be on stage with two state Senate 
candidates and three state House district 
candidates. They would have limited 
time to answer our questions, and their platforms would be diluted by the 
other races at that event. Worst of all, our League volunteers would 
agonize over whether we could pull together a worthwhile audience for 
these candidates. Often we didn’t. 
 
This year, our old ways had to change. Thanks to Zoom, we conducted 
some of the most successful Meet-the-Candidate Forums ever for nine out 
of 14 competitive races in Davis County (five candidates did not respond 
to multiple invitations). Our methodology was to schedule a 30-minute 
Zoom webinar with the two or three candidates for each competitive race 
and ask them broad questions we had provided to them earlier. The public 
was invited via our “members and friends” email list and through social 
media. Attendees were encouraged to ask questions using the Zoom chat 
feature. The forums were recorded and posted on the state League 
website as YouTube videos. The live forums had from 10 to more than 40 
attendees, and the videos had hundreds of views! We are thrilled by this 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Air Quality Expert 
Needed 

 
Are you interested in the air 

we breathe and how the 
Utah Inland Port will affect 
it? The League of Women 

Voters of Salt Lake is 
looking for an engaged 

volunteer to help us 
understand and keep up 

with the issues surrounding 
air quality.  

 
If you can spare some time 
on this critical project, let 
Ann O’Connell know at: 

801-363-9046, or 
oconnell@xmission.com 

 
 
 
 

   

Jani Iwamoto 
Democrat 
Senate Dist. 4 
Utah Senate 
since 1/2015 

Lowry Snow 
Republican 
House Dist. 74 
Legislature 
since 1/2012 

Ann Milner 
Republican 
Senate Dist. 18 
Legislature 
since 1/2015 

Derek Kitchen 
Democrat 
Senate Dist. 2 
Legislature 
since 1/2019 

mailto:oconnell@xmission.com
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success. And it took only three volunteers from our small League to make 
it happen—a scheduler/moderator, a Zoom administrator, and a social 
media manager. 
 
The candidates liked this approach as they didn’t have to attend a large 
event or share their time with candidates from other races. They could 
prepare answers to our questions before the forum. We learned some 
important lessons, including that the scheduler must be persistent in 
getting commitments and following up multiple times in emails, phone calls 
and texts. The scheduler/moderator and Zoom administrator must be 
flexible and able to reschedule with short notice. Some candidates will not 
want to participate, so we adhered to National League rules that we could 
not hold a forum with only one candidate. The Zoom administrator will end 
up sending links more than once as participants lose track of them. And I 
think we are all learning that having a repeatable, properly lit Zoom setup 
is really important. 
 
So will we do it again? I’m almost sure we will, even though in-person 
political events are crucially important. These Zoom forums gave the 
candidates a chance to reach a wide audience and amplified the impact of 
only a few League volunteers. 
 

 
 

 League and NAACP Expand Our Reach 
 
By Jeanine Kuhn-Coker, LWVSL President 
Jeanetta Wiliams, who heads the NAACP Salt Lake Branch as well as the 

Tri-State Conference of Idaho, Nevada and Utah, 
confesses that she was not always an activist. Born 
and raised in Oklahoma, she moved to Salt Lake in 
1988. With an early focus on family and 
involvement in women’s business organizations, 
Williams became more of an activist 45 years ago 
when she joined the NAACP. She cited her 
signature achievement as working tirelessly to get 
the Utah Legislature to change the January 
holiday, then named Human Rights Day to Martin 

Luther King Day. 
 
The League of Women Voters has partnered with the NAACP on 
numerous projects throughout the years. We are currently working 
together along with some other organizations to present three different 
forums on police reform before the Utah legislative session begins in 
January. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Racial Equity 

Listening Sessions 
 
 

The Racial Equity in 
Policing Commission, 
created by Mayor Erin 

Mendenhall, has been at 
work all fall. Designed to 

examine the Salt Lake City 
Police Department’s 
policies, culture and 

budget, the commission 
has scheduled a general 
public listening session to 
get additional input from 

the community.  
 

We invite you to join in to 
listen or take the 

opportunity to comment. 
You can do so by going to 
http://bit.ly/34DitL7 to find 

the link. If you have 
questions before January 
13, please contact Beverly 

Hawkins at 
beverlyhwkns@yahoo.com 

 
 

http://www.slc.gov/boards/REPagenda
http://bit.ly/34DitL7
mailto:beverlyhwkns@yahoo.com
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Now that the 2020 election is over, Williams reported that her organization 
will focus on police reform, climate change, economic development, and 
education. They are working with various schools making sure that 
students have clothes, coats, backpacks, lunch boxes, and school 
supplies for this year. They are also raising funds for college scholarships 
to be given out in January. 

 
 

 
She is Me — Teresa Carlson 

 
By Debby Larsen, LWVSL Volunteer 
Born on Election Day, Teresa Carlson has always been interested in the 
election process and defending democracy. Add to this her love of the 
mountains which brought her from her home state of Illinois through 
Colorado and eventually to Utah. She is a natural for working with the Salt 
Lake League. Teresa earned a bachelor’s degree in anthropology from the 
University of Illinois and later a paralegal certificate from Westminster 
College. In addition to working full time, she always found time to 
volunteer.  
“I was strongly influenced by my grandmother who was involved in our 
community. I started volunteering when I was 13 years old and haven’t 
stopped,” she said. 
 
Teresa has volunteered in hospitals, behavioral centers, and community 
action groups. In 2017, her concern for homelessness made her realize 
that she wanted to have a voice in the legislative process. After attending 
a meeting about the closing of the Road Home, she started going to 
political debates and city council meetings and was introduced to the 
League where she immediately became involved. Initially Teresa served 
as the Salt Lake League’s Tabling Chair which entailed looking for events 
throughout the valley where the League could provide education about 
voting rights and register voters. This took her from West Valley to the 
University of Utah to Crossroads Urban Center’s annual picnic and many 
places in between. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

League Highlights 
 ‘She is Me’ 

  
The Salt Lake League will 
be offering profiles of our 
amazing volunteers in an 

ongoing series called  
“She Is Me.”  

 
Our national League is 

exploring diverse stories of 
women who have shaped 
past and present progress 

for voting rights in 
celebration of 100 years of 

fighting for democracy. 
 

The Utah Voter invites any 
local leagues to submit 
profiles for this series. 

Send to: 
thevoter@lwvutah.org 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:thevoter@lwvutah.org
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She currently serves on the Salt Lake League’s membership committee, 
the League’s police committee, Millcreek police committee, and as a 
League observer for Millcreek City. She is also active in registering voters 
and attending naturalization ceremonies as well as being a member of the 
Women’s State Legislative Committee and Women’s Democratic Club of 
Utah, and Coalition of Religious Communities. 
 
Her enthusiasm is contagious; she often recruits new members to the 
League. She believes “in the strength of our unit meetings to educate and 
inspire. As Helen Keller said, ‘Alone, we can do so little. Together we can 
do so much.’” 
 

 
 

Have Faith but Confront Reality 
 
By Tina Hose, LWVUT Board Leadership Advisor 
In these times when our everyday lives are unpredictable and often feel 
grueling, the League’s wide-ranging mission of “Empowering Voters. 
Defending Democracy” can likewise seem intense. The Stockdale 
Paradox is presented here as an introspection on our organization and 
perhaps our personal lives. 
 
A paradox is a seemingly absurd or self-contradictory statement that when 
investigated or explained may prove to be well-founded or true. 
 
The Stockdale Paradox is that deep faith in a positive outcome can 
undermine the discipline necessary to confront reality. 
 
Author Jim Collins examined the “Stockdale Paradox” in his book Good to 
Great, which details Admiral Jim Stockdale’s seven-and-a-half years as a 
prisoner of war in Vietnam. Malnourished and tortured, Stockdale even 
bruised and cut himself so he would not be attractive enough to be 
featured in “well-treated prisoner” propaganda videos. As the 
highest-ranking military officer in the Hanoi Hilton POW camp, Stockdale 
also carried the burden of command, doing what he could to create 
conditions to increase the number of surviving prisoners. 
 
Collins asked Stockdale how he could survive, when as a POW he 
couldn’t predict the end of his own story. Stockdale’s response was that he 
never lost faith in the end of his story, that he would prevail and turn the 
experience into the defining event of his life. When asked who did not 
make it out, Stockdale responded, “the optimists.” Optimists, Stockdale 
explained, were the ones who said “We’re going to be out by Christmas” 
and Christmas would come and go, then Easter, Thanksgiving and 
Christmas would roll around again without release. Those POWs died of 
“a broken heart.” 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Stockdale Paradox  
 

Have faith but confront 
reality. This can also be 
examined on a personal 

level. For your 
consideration: What does 
“faith in prevailing in the 
end” look like for you? 
What are your “brutal 

facts”? What would be your 
own version of the 

Stockdale Paradox? 
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Stockdale emphasized, “This is a very important lesson. You must never 
confuse faith that you will prevail in the end — which you can never afford 
to lose — with the discipline to confront the most brutal facts of your 
current reality, whatever they may be.” 
 
Bringing this back to the League, the reputation of this organization is built 
on the faith that democracy will prevail. The persistence with which the 
League identifies, confronts and subsequently influences regressive public 
policy speaks to the ability of the League to face grueling environments. 
 
Personally, our unconscious minds may be pinning hopes on some event 
or date after which some version of a “rescue” will come: a widely 
available COVID-19 vaccine, equal treatment, civil discourse regarding 
public policy, etc. But to review the brutal facts, none of these 
developments are likely in the immediate future. Just looking at the effects 
of the virus is enough to ensure there will be no normal to which to return.  
 
The Stockdale Paradox — have faith but confront reality — can also be 
examined on a personal level. For your consideration: What does “faith in 
prevailing in the end” look like for you? What are your “brutal facts”? What 
would be your own version of the Stockdale Paradox? 

 
 

Remembering Jan Miller 
 

By Gigi Brandt, LWV-UT Redistricting & Money In Politics Adviser 
 
Longtime League member Jan Miller passed away on October 23. She was the 
last League member in a series of Environmental Quality chairs: Lois Fredricks, 
Emily Hall, and Jan all were later appointed to the Air Conservation Commission. 
 
Jan got her start in the Salt Lake League. She was elected to the Salt Lake 
League board in 1972. She then went to work for the University of Utah’s Institute 
of Government while she was working for her MPA. She served on the Air 
Conservation Committee from 1979 to 1995. She later was employed by the Air 
Conservation Committee until her retirement. She also served on the Grand 
Canyon Visibility Commission. 
 
Jan was active in the community as well. She was an active member of the 
Quaker Meeting in Salt Lake and helped establish the Salt Lake School District’s 
Open Classroom, now a charter school. She was inspired to work for the Open 
Classroom when her eldest daughter was told not to ask questions because “she 
was taking time away from boys.” 
 
I always looked forward to the Community Luncheon to see Jan there. 
Unfortunately COVID-19 prevented us from visiting this year. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jan Miller Memorials 
 

Her obituary can be found 
here and a memorial timeline 
(where active participation is 

encouraged)  be found here.  

 

https://www.larkinmortuary.com/obituary/view/janice-lorraine-(defenbaugh)-miller-40
https://memories.net/timeline/janice-miller-95660
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